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Forty years… 
four decades with only one employer
By Prof. Norma Vencer

Forty years of service with Central Philippine University bear different meanings to 
different people. To the set of people who less love their work it may mean just part 
of their daily routine. Wake up every morning and prepare for work for five days a 

week and think of when to reach 60 or 65 years old. But for the set of people who love 
their work it is a blessing. It is a reason to be happy and to be thankful of what God has 
given the recipient through CPU. Every morning they start the day thanking God for 
the new day, guidance to meet new challenges in life in their respective work, and also 
praising God for a stable job enjoyed at CPU. I do belong to the second set of people those 
who love their work.

I love my work due to several reasons.
First, I am in the right place of work. 

CPU is a university who develops employ-
ees by giving them the chance to do further 
studies through faculty development. I 
thank CPU for sending me to UP Diliman 
for my Master of Arts in Teaching Math-
ematics in 1975 though I was just taken 
in as substitute to Miss Fely Chin, now 
Dr. Fely Chin, the CPU Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, when she was on study 
leave. It was a study grant supported by 
National Science Development Board now 
DOST with a meager stipend of P350.00 a 
month with free tuition and fees. Though 
that time, we were not given salary by CPU 
but I consider it rare opportunity to finish 
my master`s degree at UP where skolar ng 
bayan are enrolled in. This paved the way 
for me to meet the minimum requirement 
for a college instructor and a change of sta-
tus from substitute to permanent employ-
ee. Another opportunity of further studies 
came when nobody in the Math and Phys-
ics department was willing to take Master 
of Science in Mathematics when a schol-
arship slot was available from ACUCA to 
CPU faculty members since 100% of the 
faculty members of our department have 
master`s degree. That was in year 2000 
when we see the need for MS in Math-
ematics holder with pure mathematics 
background must be among us since we 
offer math under the College of Arts and 
Sciences. This had equipped me to handle 
higher math subjects for the math majors 
and for the College of Computer Studies 
students.

CPU is the right place of work because 
it gives benefits which may not be given by 
other universities. Is does not only devel-

op teachers and staff but also help for the 
education of employee dependents. Par-
ents like me are blessed with this assistance 
which is free tuition for our dependents. 
This benefit is now extended to single em-
ployees allowing them to have one niece or 
nephew to enjoy the privilege. I have three 
children who enjoyed the help CPU ex-
tends to employees. My three children took 
pleasure taking the course they wanted in a 
big prestigious univer-
sity without paying for 
their tuition. We really 
owe CPU a lot which 
may amount to more 
or less a million pesos 
worth of education no-
body can grab it from 
them. My family would 
like to also thank their 
good teachers from 
kindergarten to college 
who had helped mold 
them to be good per-
sons and be prepared 
for adversities of life.

Second reason, I 
teach the subject I love. 
My love of mathematics 
started when I was still 
in elementary grades. 
My mother was a math 
teacher who loved the 
subject she taught. 
The baton was handed 
down to me and I do 
enjoy the subject. Since 
I started teaching, I had 
taught almost all math 
offerings we have in the 
department from devel-

opmental mathematics to real and com-
plex analysis. The experience of handling 
different subjects gave me fulfillment in 
the course I finished and gave me a chance 
to continue study mathematics.

Lastly, I work with people with di-
verse ideas but can converge to a common 
point which is service as ultimate goal in 
life. We members of the Math and Phys-
ics Department all love mathematics and 
physics as well but also give time to other 
matters in the university. Some are active 
in the faculty association working for the 
benefits of the faculty members, some are 
good in decoration especially when re-
tired Dean Millamena was still with the 
department, some are active in civic and 
community work, and almost everybody 
is active in church related activities. These 
diverse minds and other involvements of 

(A Response delivered by Prof. Norma Vencer during the Service Award 
Program held at the Alumni Promenade Concert Park,December 2013)

Forty years… ▶ 8
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WESTERN VISAYAS REGIONAL PRISAA MEET
January 07-12, 2014 at San Jose, Antique

Host School: St. Anthony College (SAC)
VOLLEYBALL TERTIARY WOMEN – Anthony A. Arnilla, Coach
Name: Year: INdIvIdual: Team:

1. AMAD, Cendymie M. BSHRM4 Champion
2. AMAR, Valerie Jen P. BSED X3 Champion
3. BERMEJO, Jenelyn D. BSED P4 Champion
4. CEBALLOS, Fiola Mae C. BST3 Champion
5. CELIZ, Helene Guia S. BST2 Champion
6. DE LOS REYES, Jeannie C. BSBAMM4 Champion
7. GONZAGA, Sarah Jean S. BSSW1 Champion
8. GONZALES, Nestlie D. BSHRM2 Champion
9. YU, Michelle Danica M. BSBABM 2 Champion
CHESS TERTIARY MEN – Ronel C. Ballesteros, Coach
1. CRUCERO, Noel Vincent A. BSPKGE2 Gold Medalist Champion
2. PORRAS, Fritz Bryan P. BSBAFM3 Gold Medalist Champion
3. SILVEDERIO, John Michael B. BSECE 1 Gold Medalist Champion
TABLE TENNIS TERTIARY MEN
CARTAMA, Norberto D. BSCE4 Gold Medalist D Champion
TABLE TENNIS TERTIARY WOMEN – Rev. Francis Neil G. 

Jalando-on, Coach
1. CABRELA, Romela G. BSEDE3 Gold Medalist D Champion
2. GALLEGO, Reyna Rose L. BSEDX1 Champion
3. GAYOSO, Juliette C. BSEEDZ4 Gold Medalist S Champion
4. LAPIZAR, Bea Rachel F. BSEDP3 Gold Medalist D Champion
LAWN TENNIS TERTIARY MEN – Noel A. Sorrilla, Coach
1. ALIGAEN, Paul Dane BSHRM3 Champion
2. BAUTISTA, Erick Art BSBA Champion
3. FLORES, Mark Alquinn BSECE5 Champion
4. SURIGA, Carl Niño BMLS2 Champion
5. TONOGAN, Samuel BSBABM3 Champion
LAWN TENNIS TERTIARY WOMEN
SOMBITO, Shannen Jae A. BSN4 Champion
KARATEDO TERTIARY MEN
TIZO, Jared Lorenzo P. BSAT2 Gold Medalist
KARATEDO TERTIARY WOMEN – Marlon C. Martinez, Coach
1. FAMORCAN, Kimberly C. BSCE2 Gold Medalist Champion
2. FUENTES, Remelyn C. BSSW3 Gold Medalist Champion
3. LUMAHANG, Florence D. BSBABM4 Gold Medalist Champion
4. RONCAL, Hyren M. BST3 Gold Medalist Champion
SEPAK TAKRAW TERTIARY MEN – Lemuel D. Gardose, Coach
1. ALMERIA, Alex F. BSBABM3 Champion
2. CABATIAN, Julius Charles L. BSHRM3 Champion
3. CABRILLOS, Webster Kayle BSEDX1 Champion

4. EUGALCA, Jayson A. BSEE1 Champion
5. FERNANDEZ, Rolly Kim S. BSEDP4 Champion
6. GALIA, Jay-ar B. BSEE1 Champion
7. GRECIA, Niño Angielo B. BSHRM4 Champion
8. MALLORCA, Roberto E. Jr. BSA1 Champion
9. PADIOS, Hubert John M. BSHRM1 Champion
SWIMMING TERTIARY MEN
MEASURES, Nicholas Michael BSEM2 2Golds/2Silvers Champion
SWIMMING TERTIARY WOMEN
1. CASTANTE, Tam Marie Krizia BSM1 7 Golds Champion
2. JALANDO-ON, Jessierel A. BCS1 2 Golds/1Bronze Champion
3. MAPA, Mia Avery Joyce P. BST2 5 Golds Champion
4. NEPTUNO, Louisse Anne D. BSCE2 2 Golds/1 Silver Champion
SOFTBALL TERTIARY WOMEN – Ptr. Kim B. Dela Cruz, Coach
1. ARNADO, Ma. Marriel F. BSED P 4 Champion
2. AYORE, Jeraldine P. BSA 2 Champion
3. DARAS, Jane G. BSED X 3 Champion
4. DECHOSA, Geia Lyn D. BSAT 1 Champion
5. GULFAN, Ma. Kristine L. BSHRM 4 Champion
6. LAWAG, Ailyn Grace BST 1 Champion
7. PAGULONG, Ferly Joy R. BSED 1 Champion
8. PEÑAFIEL, Jergen P. BSED P 2 Champion
9. SEBUAN, Cristine C. BSHRM 3 Champion
10. SAMSON, Tweedle Gee M. BEED 1 Champion
11. SEVILLA, Rhea G. BSSW 3 Champion
12. SINOGBUHAN, Herjea Faye BSBAFM 3 Champion
13. TREYES, Ma. Dianne S. BSHRM 3 Champion
14. ZARAGOZA, Vanessa Mae BSBAMM1 Champion
CHESS SECONDARY BOYS & GIRLS – Ronel C. Ballesteros, 

Coach
SEPANTON, Jovelyn A. G7 Gold Medalist Champion
TAEKWONDO SECONDARY BOYS – Alan J. Diasnes- Coach
1. DIASNES, Alfie A. HS4 Gold Medalist Champion
2. PRAIRE, Yance Gabriel HS3 Gold Medalist Champion
TAEKWONDO SECONDARY GIRLS – Alan J. Diasnes- Coach
1. DINERO, Czarylle Faye 

Edwardine
G7 GoldMedalist Champion

2. HORMIGOSO, Quinn Pauline HS4 Gold Medalist Champion
3. MALLORCA, RJ Bless Joy HS 4 Gold Medalist Champion
4. PAGCALIWANGAN, K S. HS4 Gold Medalist Champion
5. VIDALLON, Cara Nicole HS3 Gold Medalist Champion
ATHLETICS SECONDARY BOYS – Rey Angelo Pagatpat, Coach
1. DEOCAMPO, Nazario HS3 1 Gold / 2 Silvers
2. VERA, John Robert HS3 4 Golds
3. VISTA, Tim Emmanuel HS3 3 Golds / 1 Silver

PRISAA... ▶ 4

We are the Champions!
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VOLLEYBALL SECONDARY BOYS – Jeffrey G. Alcarde, Coach
1. DORONILLA, Paolo Gabriel T. G7 Champion
2. DUREMDES, Rio Blas Glee II G8 Champion
3. ESPINOSA, Francis Michael D. G8 Champion
4. LABATORIO, Niel Jay HS3 Champion
5. MONANA, Kirk Patrick Girald HS3 Champion
6. ORBINA, Peter John T. HS3 Champion
7. SAY, Remton Angelo G8 Champion
VOLLEYBALL SECONDARY GIRLS – Jeffrey G. Alcarde, Coach
1. DOROMAL, Roma Joy D. HS4 Champion
2. DUREMDES, Ria Beatriz 

Glenell J.
HS3 Champion

3. GUEVARRA, Eunice H. G7 Champion
4. HORTELANO, Joena G8 Champion
5. JAMAYO, Renee Rose T. HS4 Champion
6. JAMAYO, Lianna Rose T. HS4 Champion
7. JUANEZA, Kyla G8 Champion
8. PAMPLONA, Damiel C. HS4 Champion
9. ROBLES, Julie Ann N. HS4 Champion
10. ROBLES, Princess Anne N. G8 Champion

ILOILO SCHOOLS SPORTS MEET /  
INTEGRATED MEET
January 13-17, 2014 at Iloilo City

BADMINTON ELEMENTARY GIRLS – Jobert H. Pillado, Coach
Name: Year:INdIvIdual: Team:
GAITAN, Maybelline G6 Bronze Medalist S; 

A Participant; Gold 
Medallist Mix-D

CHESS ELEMENTARY BOYS & GIRLS 
 – Ronel C. Ballesteros, Coach
GUIRHEM, Fiona Geeweneth BE6 Gold Medalist Champion
TABLE TENNIS ELEMENTARY BOYS – Simplicio G. Gayoso Jr., 
Coach
GAYOSO, J Allan Noel C. G6 Gold Medalist S
SWIMMING ELEMENTARY BOYS – Roel B. Susbilla, Coach
1. JARA, Marc Spencer G6 2 Golds Champion
2. SAMPIANO, Lhaniel Myles G5 2 Golds; 1 Silver; 2 

Bronze
Champion

SWIMMING ELEMENTARY GIRLS – Roel B. Susbilla, Coach
1. PAMPLONA, Deighme Rose G5 1 Silver Champion
2. RUIZ, Charity Jerica G5 1 Gold; 1 Silver Champion

BADMINTON SECONDARY BOYS – Jobert H. Pillado, Coach
Name: Year:INdIvIdual: Team:
1. BAXINELA, Clifford John B. HS3 Gold Medalist D Champion
2. LAGUA, Dave Keith L. HS3 Gold Medalist S-A Champion
3. PAGAYON, Elleo John P. HS3 Gold Medalist D; Gold 

Medalist Mix-D
Champion

BADMINTON SECONDARY GIRLS
NUALLA, Angelyn Rose C. HS 3 Gold Medalist Mix-D Champion
SOCCER SECONDARY BOYS – Marc Hermel G. Agriam, Coach
CABANTUG, Emil Franc HS 2 Champion
CABARLES, Kent HS 2 Champion
DIANALA, Jesse Delchar B. HS 3 Champion
FRANCIA, Pablo HS 3 Champion
GUILLERGAN, Jed Adrian HS 3 Champion
MANEJABLE, RaynceRoville HS 3 Champion
PEROCHO, Chris Maverick C. HS 4 Champion
SIERRA, Exiamirum G. HS 4 Champion
SOMOSIERRA, John Carlo HS 3 Champion
SULLANO, Jekar Francis D. HS 4 Champion
TAALA, Nathaniel Jay HS 4 Champion
LAWN TENNIS SECONDARY BOYS
FLORES, Luke Alquinn S. HS 3 Gold Medalist Champion
LAWN TENNIS SECONDARY GIRLS-Alquinn M. Flores, Coach
1. SEBALLOS, Andrea Lei G. HS 2 Champion
2. SUARNABA, Angelica M. HS 3 Bronze Medalist Champion

PRISAA... ◀ 3

Congratulations!
LET Board TopnoTchErs

January 2014 LET Result

No. 4 
MARIAN MIE A. 

ALIMo-oT
Secondary

National Passing Percentage – 28.41%
CPU Passing Percentage – 68.42%

No. 11  
CHRIsTIAN PAuL s. 

LAsCoNIA
Elementary

National Passing Percentage – 28.98%
CPU Passing Percentage – 90.00%



Goodnight...
to our alumni and friends

January 30, 2014 – HELANo CuADRA



We are the Champions!
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3. SUARNABA, Angeline M. HS 3 Bronze Medalist Champion
VOLLEYBALL SECONDARY GIRLS – Jeffrey G. Alcarde, Coach
1. DOROMAL, Roma Joy D. HS 4 Champion
2. DUREMDES, Ria Beatriz 
Glenell J.

HS 3 Champion

3. GUEVARRA, Eunice H. G 7 Champion
4. HORTELANO, Joena G 8 Champion
5. JAMAYO, Renee Rose T. HS 4 Champion
6. JAMAYO, Lianna Rose T. HS 4 Champion
7. JUANEZA, Kyla G 8 Champion
8. PAMPLONA, Damiel C. HS 4 Champion
9. ROBLES, Julie Ann N. HS 4 Champion
10. ROBLES, Princess Anne N. G 8 Champion
TAEKWONDO SECONDARY BOYS
1. DIASNES, Alfie A. HS4 Kyoroge Bronze 

Medalist
Champion

2. HORLADOR, Adriano D. III Grade7 Kyoroge Gold 
Medalist

Champion

3. PRAIRE, Vance Gabriel HS3 Kyoroge Gold 
Medalist

Champion

4. DIASNES, Alfie A. HS4 Poomsae Silver 
Medalist

Champion

5. HORLADOR, Adriano D. III Grade7 Champion
TAEKWONDO SECONDARY GIRLS – Alan J. Diasnes, Coach
1. DINERO, Czarylle Faye 
Edwardine

G7 Kyoroge Gold 
Medalist

Champion

2. HORMIGOSO, Quinn Pauline HS4 Kyoroge Gold 
Medalist

Champion

3. MALLORCA, RJ Bless Joy HS4 Kyoroge Gold 
Medalist

Champion

4. PAGCALIWANGAN, K S. HS4 Kyoroge Silver 
Medalist

Champion

5. VIDALLON, Cara Nicole HS 3 Kyoroge Gold 
Medalist

Champion

6. MALLORCA, RJ Bless Joy HS4 Poomsae Gold 
Medalist

Champion

7. HORMIGOSO, Quinn Pauline HS4 Poomsae Gold 
Medalist

Champion

8. VIDALLON, Cara Nicole HS 3 Champion
TABLE TENNIS SECONDARY BOYS 
 – Simplicio G. Gayoso Jr., Coach
OLIVA, Vince L. HS 4 Gold Medalist S 1st Runner 

Up
TABLE TENNIS SECONDARY GIRLS 
 – Simplicio G. Gayoso Jr., Coach
1. ANECITA, Sharmaine M. HS3 Champion
2. BONILLA, Lindsley Valerie D. G7 Champion
3. GUILLERGAN, Celine Marie S. H - HS2 Gold Medalist S Champion
4. SOLOCASA, Kimberly S. HS3 Gold Medalist S Champion

WESTERN VISAYAS REGIONAL  
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION  
(WVRAA) MEET
February 09-14, 2014 at San Jose, Antique
BADMINTON SECONDARY BOYS – Jobert H. Pillado, Coach
Name: Year: INdIvIdual: Team:

1. BAXINELA, Clifford John B. HS3 Champion
2. LAGUA, Dave Keith L. HS3 Gold Medalist D Champion
3. PAGAYON, Elleo John P. HS3 Gold Medalist D; 

Bronze Medalist 
Mix D

Champion

CHESS SECONDARY BOYS & GIRLS 
– Ronel C. Ballesteros, Coach
1. OLVIDO, Kris Oswald D. G7 Silver Medalist Champion
2. SEPANTON, Jovelyn A. G7 Gold Medalist 1st Runner 

Up
FOOTBALL SECONDARY BOYS – Marc Hermel G. Agriam, Coach
CABANTUG, Emil Franc HS2 Champion
DIANALA, Jesse Delchar B. HS3 Champion
FRANCIA, Pablo HS3 Champion
GUILLERGAN, Jed Adrian HS3 Champion
MANEJABLE, RaynceRoville HS3 Champion
PEROCHO, Chris Maverick C. HS4 Champion
SIERRA, Exiamirum G. HS4 Champion
SULLANO, Jekar Francis D. HS4 Champion
TAALA, Nathaniel Jay HS4 Champion
LAWN TENNIS SECONDARY BOYS
FLORES, Luke Alquinn S. HS3 Gold Medalist Champion
TAEKWONDO SECONDARY GIRLS – Alan J. Diasnes, Coach
1. DINERO, Czarylle Faye Edwardine G7 KyorogeGold Champion
2. HORMIGOSO, Quinn Pauline HS4 KyorogeGold Champion
3. MALLORCA, RJ Bless Joy HS4 KyorogeSilver Champion
4. VIDALLON, Cara Nicole HS3 Kyoroge Gold Champion
5. HORMIGOSO, Quinn Pauline HS4 PoomsaeGold Silver
TABLE TENNIS SECONDARY BOYS
1. GAYOSO, John Niño C. HS3 Champion
2. OLIVA, Vince L. HS4 Silver Medalist S Champion



Goodnight...
to our alumni and friends

February 13 – MANAy LIL SONzA
February 17 – ADRIEL DELLABAN

February 24 – LUz SAySON ODANGO



We are the Champions!
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CPUAAI Reborn:  
holds teambuilding 
and strategic planning 
seminar-workshop
By Jason Pagunsan

Arrival breakfast Dr. Tino A. and Tina H. Engr. Cordova and Dr. Alerta

This is the plan...

The judge and her violin Work, work, work

This is what we will do...

Engr. Eddie Cañuto, Judge Lily Biton, & Engr. Rey 
Cordova

The Bottle Case Exercise - teambuilding activity

Induction of Dr. Vita Gasataya, Judge Biton and 
Engr. Cañuto

2 lawyers, 2 doctors & a banker

Morning after breakfast

After a one-day teambuilding and strategic plan-
ning seminar –workshop at the Ephrathah 
Farms, Badiangan, Iloilo, February 8-9, 2014, 

the CPUAAI returned home to Central, reborn.

The Participants
Ably led by CPUAAI President Dr. Felice G. Moli-

na, the event was participated by the members of the 
CPUAAI Board of Trustees VP Dan Dorillo, Mr. Carl 
de la Peña, Engr. Eddie Cañuto, Mr. Mariano Griño, 
Jr., Mr. Tim Arandela, Engr. Levi de los Santos, Dr. 
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3's Company

Basi pwede amhon ta ni...?

Together

CPUAAI

More work, work, work

Cirilo Calibjo, Judge Lily Biton, Dr. Vita 
Gasataya, Dr. Florentino Alerta II, Engr. 
Rey Cordova, Engr. Isagani Jalbuena, Mr. 
Ben Jimena, Atty. Alejandro Somo and Dr. 
Anita Illenberger. Also in attendance were 
the Secretariat staff Tina Marie Hortela-
no, Mae Ann Rose Gemillan and Fredelyn 
Habagat.

The group was geographically well rep-
resented having Mr. Carl de la Peña, Judge 
Lily Biton, Engr. Rey Cordova (ex-Officio, 
as President of the Greater Manila Chap-
ter ) representing Manila while Dr. Vita 
Basiao-Gasataya representing Mindan-
ao. It was professionally well represented, 
too. The group consists of a heterogeneous 
mixture of self-actualized individuals – 
physicians, Ph.D.’s, engineers, agricultur-
ists, businessmen, managers, CPU officials, 
government officials, a judge, and a lawyer.

The Theme & Facilitator
The eventful seminar-workshop, with 

the theme “Looking Within and Reaching 
Out To Serve Others” was facilitated by 
one of the most sought after facilitators of 
this kind of activity in the country, Engr. 
Lydia Cordova, a Centralian, and whose 
facilitation had all objectives of the semi-
nar and expectations of the group met.

The Venue
The event was held at a small area of 

a beautiful 7-hectare Ephrathah Farms 
Inland Resort with a very inviting swim-
ming pool as its center piece surrounded 
by ambient log sheds with the Hotel-like 
cottages/quarters on the opposite side and 
a 2-storey glass house which served as the 
dining hall at the ground floor and activity 
center at the second floor, on another side. 
A generous view of the blue sky and green-
eries all around gave everyone a break 
from city life. It looks awesome at night, 
too, with its subdued lights of blue, green 
and warm yellow at strategic points.

The Learning
With the aid of the very condu-

cive-to-learning venue, the very enthusi-
astic board had fun discovering CPUAAI’s 
danger zones and wake up zones, among 
others; crystallizing its Key Result Areas; 

and realizing the importance of teamwork 
and listening to suggestions even from the 
least of the members. They were enabled to 
identify CPUAAI’s basic service – that is to 
help CPU and how to support and enhance 
such service.

The Induction
During the occasion Judge Lily Biton, 

Dr. Vita Gasataya, and Engr. Eddie Cañu-
to were inducted into office as members of 
the CPUAAI Board of Trustees.

The Fun
The affair was not all serious talk and 

planning. Everyone had fun with the Bot-
tle Case Exercise and the Mock Awards 
added more color to the fun.

Slowing Down
It’s not all serious planning and fun, 

though. The group also found time to 
meditate on God’s Work, in Psalms 1, illus-
trated by Judge Lily Biton who also played 
a special musical offering with her violin.

Work ASAP
It’s not all serious planning, fun, and 

meditation, after all. Some members of the 
group got to work immediately and met 
with some Badiangan Centralians on their 
way home.

Pure Centralian Affair
One can consider the event as a pure-

ly Centralian affair considering the fact 
that the world-class facilitator (Engr. Lyd-
ia Cordova, the better-half of a member 
of the board Engr. Rey Cordova) and the 
owner (Engr. Ed & Rose Cañuto) of the 
venue (Ephrathah Farms) are all Centra-
lians. Indeed, the atmosphere of the whole 
place and event pervaded with a spirit fa-
miliar to everyone, the Central Spirit!

The Regret
The only regret of this writer is that 

we haven’t had the chance to swim at 
the cool pool and tour around the whole 
resort…. Nevertheless, we can always 
console ourselves and say, like Gen. 
Douglas McArthur, “I Shall Return.”

(See photos and videos at the Facebook 
Page “The Centralian Link”) •

Congratulations
To our nursE LicEnsurE  

Exam TopnoTchErs!
Date of Exam: November 2013

Anne Marie B. Roldan – 3rd Placer
Rex John P. Dominado – 7th Placer
Irene L. Cartagena – 10th Placer
Irish Jane M. Lee – 10th Placer
Gelbert Jan s. Porque – 10th Placer
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Congratulations to our new Centralian Lawyers!

YAsMIN THEREsE 
P. ARANETA

KENNETH BRIAN 
D. BALTERo

CHRIsTINE P. 
DADIVAs

JoZZYL T.  
GENEsELA

GRACE A.  
NuDALo

the members of the department made my 
life with CPU very meaningful in 40 years.

If I count my blessings from the Lord, 
CPU is surely one of them. I still have four 
years before I will be 65 years old, God 
willing I pray that I will still be of good ser-
vice to our beloved CPU if my expertise be 
needed even during transition period from 
old curriculum to K-12.

With me in this hall are my husband 
Rudy, two of my three children Rudy Jr., 
and Lucien who are recipients of the bless-
ings God gave us through CPU. Lucien 
came home from Manila just to witness 
this special event in her mother’s life. My 
family wants to express our heartfelt grat-
itude for providing our children Exempla-
ry Christian Education for Life (EXCEL) 
which equipped them to face adversities 
in their present jobs. They also have with 
them zayed, the four-year old son of An-
drew, our eldest, who now works as a proj-
ect engineer in the Middle East. •

Forty years... ◀ 2
Congratulations!

...to PROF. LuCELL A. LARAWAN
for having been awarded the degree of doctor of Philosophy in Social Sci-
ences and Fine arts-Honoris Causa by the Brethren evangelical School of 

Theology, Gapan City, Nueva ecija, march 17, 2014.

  March 14 – LEOPOLDO PRIMERO JR.

March 15 – EDITH DIzON-FITzSIMMONS…
Distinguished alumna, 91. She was a Distinguished Centralian 
Awardee (1996)and past Dean of the CPU School of Music. She re-
ceived a Lifetime Achievement Award from Texas Woman’s Universi-
ty in 1995 and as Senior Australian of the year in 2003. In recognition 
of her rare distinction to the Australian society (Face of Australia), 
the Australia post had her face printed in one of 
a series



Goodnight... to our alumni and friends



March 20 – ANTONIO FOS
March 21, 2014 –  

JOSEFINA MAyORDOMO ARANDELA,  
former Dean, CPU College of Education (1976-1983)
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Centralian Pride,  
Stewardship & Service
By Teodoro C. Robles, Ph.D.

You are the newest alumni chapter on this side of the world and I hope that many  
more will follow. Indeed the Central Spirit Lives.  
Let me share with you some milestones made possible with the support of the 

alumni and friends of CPU and the dedication of the CPU community – faculty, staff, stu-
dents, and administration. I became president a few months after the devastation brought 
about by typhoon Frank and we have still unfinished task in the rehabilitation. However 
we made great strides in the renovation of buildings and replacement of equipment dam-
aged by the flood. The December issue of the Centralian Link has the information on the 
accomplishment in a single school year 2012-2013. Let me highlight a few milestones that 
we Centralians should be proud of.

Autonomous status until May 
31, 2014.

Level IV (the highest level of 
accreditation) of 7 bachelor level 
programs.- Liberal Arts, Biology, 
Chemistry, Business Administration, 
Accountancy, Secondary Education, 
and Elementary Education, and 
Master of Arts in Nursing.

Centers of Development in 
Chemical Engineering, Electrical 
Engineering, Mechanical Engineer-
ing, and Business Administration.

We will shift to outcomes-based 
Education which is a Learner-cen-
tered Education and will be pro-
active in Assessment of Teaching 
& Learning. What students learn 
is more important than what we 
teach. For the first step, attendance 
at a seminar on OBE is required of 
all full-time faculty and staff. More 
than 80% of the faculty have already 
attended the first 3 seminars that I person-
ally presented. I am also planning to have 
the same seminar available to other private 
higher education institutions in Western 
Visayas. It is my major project as president 
of the Association of Private Higher Edu-
cation Institutions in Western Visayas.

In 2010 CPu established Business 
Administration, Accountancy, and later 
MBA and Dr. of Management programs 
in Vietnam in partnership with Thai 
Nguyen university – a government uni-
versity. We have now more than 300 stu-
dents in Vietnam and 128 will graduate 
this year.

Exchange programs for faculty and 
students with three Korean universities 
and more are forthcoming.

A BsPET degree program for Korean 
students majoring in Football – One of 
our graduating students has been hired by 
a European Football team.

Doctor of Management programs for 
Chinese executives and professionals. 
Among our recent graduates are a Phar-
maceutical company owner, VP of a Hos-
pital, a rural development director of the 
Chinese government, two medical doctors 
(Beijing, Shanghai) who are managing 
medical facilities, VP of Beijing College of 
Economics and Business Administration.

For the first time in the history of 
CPu we received research grants from 
DosT and DA amounting to more than 
4 M pesos in three years. Our research 
output in Agriculture will be beneficial not 

only to farmers but also to the Philippine 
Economy.

The alumni from different parts of 
the world made donations for the liveli-
hood projects CPu adopted for Typhoon 
Yolanda victims. CPU will provide fishing 
boats that are fully equipped so that bene-
ficiaries can start fishing without incurring 
debts. As many of you know lending is a 
very profitable business for most people 
at the expense of the poor. Hence we want 
to make sure that the fishing boat bene-

ficiaries will not become victims. 
However, it does not end with the 
handing out of fishing boats. It will 
become the Outreach program of 
the University, initially by the Social 
Work and Business & Accountancy 
departments. Baseline studies have 
already been made and there will be 
regular follow-up efforts. Next, Agri-
culture and Engineering will join the 
Outreach program. It will be a sus-
tained effort by several departments 
of the university. The fishing boats 
are painted with CPU colors, marked 
“Central Philippine University Out-
reach”and namedafter a dead CPU 
president or Missionary. One of our 
alumni donated 25 fishing boats for a 
barangay in San Dionisio and initiat-
ed a feeding program for more than 
2000 elementary school students in 
several schools in 4 municipalities in 
Iloilo.

A Medical Education Training Center 
will be established at IMH, a joint project 
of CPu & IMH for our medical students. 
The college of medicine has grown from a 
freshman class of less than 20 to more than 
70 in the last three years due to the board 
performance of our graduates.

Pharmacy was re-opened two years 
ago and freshman enrolment grew from 
37 to 195 the following year. Now we are 
experiencing growing pains. More stu-
dents, means more laboratory facilities and 
equipment.

CPu has many successes in sports and 
Athletics. This year the WV contingent is 
led by more than 70 athletes from CPU. 
Sports scholarship grew from 2.5M pesos a 
year to 5.5 M pesos a year  because of the 

(Excerpts from the message of CPU President Dr. Teodoro C. 
Robles delivered during the CPUAA UAE Chapter Annual 
Gathering and Induction of Officers at Dubai, March 2014)
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accomplishment of our athletes.
These successes bring about more chal-

lenges to the university. Keeping up with 
the expenses that goes with it and at the 
same time making sure that the university 
have the proper facilities and personnel.

For the last five years we worked hard 
to make the university run efficiently.

The work ethic of work students have 
improved in the last few years. In the Li-
brary alone there is a yearly savings of over 
1 M pesos savings due to a more efficient 
utilization of work students. Because of 
our efforts we were able to raise the per 
hour rate by more than 30% from 22 pesos 
per hour 5 years ago to 29 pesos current-
ly. We are doing job analysis in all areas so 
there will be more changes to come. We are 
doing the same with university staff.

The way we operate the Birthing 
Center was improved to affect a savings 
of more than 1.3 M pesos a year.We are 
working on the energy front to greatly 
reduce the cost of electricity which stands 
at more than 25 M pesos a year. We are 
considering solar power and are in negoti-
ations with several proponents.

We are still continuing to work on 
several fronts to make sure that we utilize 
our limited resources more efficiently.

At Central Philippine University, we 
do not only emphasize the education of 
the minds of our students. We inculcate 
in them values that will make their hearts 
beat for themselves and for others. Howev-
er the education of the heart is not learned 
in the classroom nor gained from lectures 
or read from books. Every day our heart 
is being educated by our experiences. The 
world is the classroom of those who dream 
for a better life and experience is their 
teacher.

For most of us the core values we 
learned at CPU has moulded us into what 

we are today. These are: FAITH, CHAR-
ACTER, JUSTICE, STEWARDSHIP, and 
EXCELLENCE.

Let me emphasize stewardship.
STEWARDSHIP of the resources God 
has entrusted to us. But what is responsi-
ble stewardship? Responsible stewardship 
means that one recognizes that God is the 
source of all blessings, temporal and spir-
itual; all that we have and are, we owe to 
Him.

As children of God we “have a spiritu-
al debtor-ship to the whole world, a holy 
trusteeship in the gospel, and a binding 
stewardship in our possessions.” We are 
therefore under obligation to serve Him 
with our time, talents, and material posses-

sions; and should recognize that all these 
were entrusted to us for His glorification 
and for helping others.

We are not owners of anything in this 
world, including our lives. We are only 
temporary visitors passing through. In 
our visit we are accorded with the privi-
lege to responsibly enjoy certain blessings 
that were entrusted to us to make our stay 
pleasant and meaningful, for us and for 
others. Blessings like: the beauty of nature; 
our time; our energy; our possessions; our 
family; our relationship with people; our 
achievements, and many more. We are ex-
pected to utilize them for our sustenance; 
for meeting the needs of others, and; for 

Centralian Pride… � 13

With CPUAA-UAE Chapter Founder Engr. MIldred M. Majeed (3rd from r)CPU First Lady Angel Robles inducting the new CPUAA-UAE Chapter Officers.
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Of Poverty, God, Decision,  
Discipline and Gratitude
By Engr. Eddie Cañuto

I am humbly honored to be with you today. Thanks so much for giving me the privilege. 
This is indeed the day that the Lord has made, so let us all rejoice and be glad in it. 
After many years of hard work, sleepless nights, trials and setbacks, your desire and 

determination to graduate, now have finally come to reality.
This is another step in the ladder 

of success. There are more steps you 
will have to take that will bring you to 
the fullness of life and will make your 
existence matter in this world. That is 
why I am very glad to be here with 
you on this memorable milestone of 
your life. I wish and would like you 
all to be successful in your chosen 
careers.

But I want to remind, especially 
you graduates, that success is deter-
mined by your daily agenda. you 
will never change your life unless you 
change something you do every day.

Success does not just occur one 
day in a person’s life; neither does 
failure! Each is a process. What you 
become is the result of what you do 
today. In other words, you are prepar-
ing for something.

Are you grooming yourself for 
success or failure?

If you sow and work hard now, 
then you will reap rewards in the future.

Yes, I would like to encourage you 
to be successful. Could I share with you 
something about my life’s story and expe-
riences? Why I decided to be an engineer?

I was in 6th grade when I realized the 
big difference between the life of a laborer 
and an Engineer. Adopted by my Aunt, she 
brought me to Davao del Norte to pursue 
my studies. My parents were poor farmers 
from Sariri, Badiangan and unable to sup-
port my studies.

While we were in Davao, we lived in a 
town where logging trucks operated 24/7 
hauling logs from the mountains to the 
city. What caught my attention was that, 
every morning as laborers went to work, 
they were packed in several crowded 
trucks while other well-dressed individ-
uals rode in their air-conditioned/brand 
new pick-ups. They were very comfortable. 
I asked my Aunt who these people were. 
She told me, “Those are Engineers, The 

bosses with big salaries.” That inspired me 
to dream of becoming also an Engineer 
and a Boss someday. So, I finished my high 
school education but my Aunt died leaving 
me without financial support. As a result, 
I returned home but my parents were not 
able to support my pursuit for a higher ed-
ucation. yet, I refused to have my dream 
of becoming an engineer crumble even be-
fore I acted upon it.

Thankfully, God used the Central Phil-
ippine University Work Student Program 
to accommodate and help me. I enrolled 
at CPU’s College of Engineering. yes, my 
friends, I was a self-supporting working 
student throughout my college years. I was 
assigned at the University library and my 
job was to vacuum, clean the shelves and 
over 70,000 volumes of books every vacant 
period, six (6) days a week. It was never an 
easy job, but it prepared me well for the fu-
ture.

By God’s grace, I finished my Bachelor 

of Science in Civil Engineering in 1971, 
took the board examination and placed 7th. 
I further pursued my Master’s Degree in 
Construction Management and became a 
President of one of the Top 50 construc-
tion companies in the country. Later on, I 

put up my own company and am now 
enjoying the fruits of my labor.

Now, you might be asking your-
self, “What’s the point of you telling 
me all of these?” Good question. I 
want to encourage you with two les-
sons I learned throughout my life ex-
periences.

First (1), a simple lesson: That 
“Poverty should never be an excuse 
or hindrance to success.”

Many of us, I believe, came from 
poor families and maybe could hard-
ly make both ends meet. Because if 
you were rich, you would have en-
rolled in an exclusive school or stud-
ied abroad. (I have a friend whose 
two sons are studying in Australia). 
Every year, they spend over 3 million 
pesos, simply because they can afford 
it.

But for us poor/underprivileged 
people, hard work and determina-
tion can spell the big difference in 

meeting life’s challenges.
Next (2), another important lesson is 

this:
In achieving our goal, we should al-

ways recognize that God is the source 
of every good and perfect gift; which 
includes all aspects of our success. The 
Bible says that He is the One who gave us 
life, strength, health, our intellect and even 
the power to produce wealth. Without 
Him we would be nothing. Looking back, I 
could honestly say that being a profession-
al while still being involved in the Church 
and Kingdom building of Jesus Christ, give 
special meaning to success – That is true 
success with eternal dividends. The Bible 
says, “What shall it profit for a man if he 
gains the whole world and lose his own 
soul?” (Mark 8:36)

While we practice and enjoy our ca-
reers and profession, our spiritual life 
should also grow. We should never forget 
God. BEWARE: Do not worship the 

April

(Excerpts from the 
Commencement Speech of 
Engr. Eddie Cañuto on the 
86th College Commencement 
Exercises, April 13, 2014)
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blessings of success at the expense of 
the Blesser of success. Remember the par-
able of Jesus Christ regarding the rich fool 
in Luke 12. Being a minister for adminis-
tration in our church, God also called me 
to the ministry of the Gideons Interna-
tional, an association of Christian business 
and professional men in 197 countries. The 
only objective of this ministry is to win 
others for Jesus Christ through personal 
witnessing and placement of Bibles in des-
ignated traffic lanes of life.

It is my joyful privilege to serve actively 
in this ministry for the past 15 years as Na-
tional Chaplain, Vice President, President 
and International Trustee representing our 
country to the International Cabinet. Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said that we 
should seek first God’s kingdom and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall 
be added unto us. God is truly faithful to 
His word and promises. He did it in my 
life. And He could do the same for you, IF 
you do your part. I always praise and thank 
God, our heavenly Father, for blessing me 
and my family not only professionally, ma-
terially but also spiritually.

Graduates, this is my story. I believe 
there were two necessary factors which 
made this achievement possible and 
brought me to where I am now: Decision 
and Discipline!

They are two sides of the same coin. 
you could call them: “Goal setting and 
goal getting.” They cannot be separated 
because one is worthless without the other. 
Good decisions today will give you a better 
tomorrow. yes many people don’t connect 

their lack of success to their poor decision 
making and priorities.

Theodore Hesburg, former President of 
Notre Dame University admonished: “You 
don’t make decisions because they’re easy. 
You don’t make decisions because they are 
cheap. You don’t make decisions because 
they are popular. You make decisions be-
cause they are right.”

you begin to build better life by deter-
mining to make good decisions, but that 
alone is not enough without practicing 
good discipline. Successful individuals 
conquer their feelings and form the habit 
of doing things unsuccessful people do not 
like to do. Decisions help us start. Disci-
pline helps us finish.

Graduates, when good decisions are 
practiced consistently with discipline, 
you gain experience, confidence and in-
tegrity. You become comfortably at peace 
with God and yourself. This, then, be-
comes a daily adventure in life that would 
lead to the realization of who we are and 
what God wants us to be.

Now, graduating class – including all 
students and children who are here. Lis-
ten to this attentively. Another important 
principle/reminder for success is to nev-
er forget to be always respectfully grate-
ful to your parents, teachers, professors 
and guardians. God used them all to be 
the molders of your hearts and minds. 
Without them, you would not be where 
you are right now. Always develop and 
maintain that attitude of gratitude. Ap-
preciate, thank and say that you do love 
them while they are still alive. Did you 
hear and understand what I just said? 
Very good.So, if someday you are already 
earning enough, give your teachers or pro-
fessors a treat in a good or classy restau-
rant, even those who failed you … then 
“you will overcome evil with good.”

To all our beloved Parents and Guard-
ians: your role and investment in the lives 
of these young graduates are priceless. 
With the sacrifices you did, blessed are 
you parents and guardians because you 
did your role well. God is pleased by what 
you have done. They are the fruits of your 
labors and prayers. When we also gradu-
ate from this world, the best legacy we can 
leave to our children is the kind of life they 
live. They become a blessing to God and to 
others because we trained them up in the 
way God wants them to be. Loving God by 
serving others.

once again: To all our honorable 
school officials, faculty and staff: Sir/
Maam… congratulations too…. I salute 
you for your good job by making a big in-
fluence in the lives of these graduates. Well 
done, good and faithful stewards. I hope 
that you would continue to develop that 
culture of excellence in providing quality 
education to all people whom God would 
bring to your fold. I am proud of you all 
and being one of the products of this won-
derful and beautiful university. I firmly be-
lieve and pray that more excellent leaders 
of our country and other parts of the world 
will come out from this prestigious alma 
mater: “Central Philippine University.” It 
is one school that adheres to the teachings 
of the greatest teacher, our only Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. “Obey His greatest 
Commandment and fulfill the great com-
mission.” These are also the vision and 
mission of this institution. The original 
purpose why this university was first es-
tablished and continues to exist until now.

So, keep on keeping on giving your best 
in the practice of your profession so that by 
your godly living example, testimony, and 
patient instructions, lives are gracefully 
saved and transformed by the Spirit of the 
Living God … and that is your contribu-
tion in making our world a better place to 
live in…

(Engr. Eddie P. Cañuto gives proof that 
hard work does pay off. After finishing high 
school at Western Institute of Technology, he 
enrolled in the Civil Engineering program of 
Central Philippine University while work-
ing as a student assistant assigned in the 
Engineering Laboratories. His perseverance 
to finish his degree was rewarded when he 
placed seventh in the Philippine Board Ex-
amination for Civil Engineers in 1972. He 
continued to strive harder in his profession 
and eventually earned a Master in Con-
struction Management degree from the 
Polytechnic University of the Philippines in 
Manila in 1980.

He has worked in various private insti-
tutions during his career as civil engineer. 
He was Plant Superintendent for Concrete 
Aggregates, Assistant Vice President for the 
Philippine National Construction Corpora-
tion, General Manager at LC Builders and 
Developers, Inc., and President of Advance 
Foundation Construction Systems Corpo-
ration. In all the positions and designations 
that he has held, his diligence has earned 
for him the respect and admiration of his 
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April 3 – RIzALINA GAMBOA  
GABAy

April 12 – EPHRAIM “BRUTUS” 
JACILDO

April 30 – BELINDA STA. ROMANA
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co-employees.
Engr. Cañuto’s dedication for the engi-

neering profession is inspired by the Master 
Engineer whom he gladly serves through his 
involvement in the ministry of the church. 
He is the Church Administrator of Chris-
tian Disciples Missionary Church in Las 
Piñas City. He is also an active member of 
Gideons International, an association of 
Christian business and professional men in 
197 countries. He has served the organiza-
tion in various capacities: National Chap-
lain (2000-2001), National Vice President 
(2001-2004), National President (2004-
2006), International

Trustee (2006-2009), and Member of the 
Philippine Training Team (2009-present).

Apart from being a member of the CPU 
Corporation from 2010-2015, he is also a 
devoted farmer, being the owner of Ephra-
thah Farms in Brgy. Sariri, Badiangan, Iloi-
lo. In his farm, he is into aquaculture farm-
ing, goat raising, fruit tree planting, and 
organic vegetable raising.

In his personal life, he is a happy hus-
band to Rosalinda VeladoCañuto, with 
whom he has three children, Ed Roderick, 
Ainah Rose, and Jonathan Ed. He is also a 
doting grandfather to Joaquin Alfonso, Ja-
nine Andrea, and Ed Benjamin.) •

Centralian Pama is new 
Phils Disaster Czar
By Jason Pagunsan

Centralian Alexander Pama was named recently by President Noynoy Aquino 
to head the National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council, the 
Department of National Defense.

Pama, a retired Navy chief who once served as former Defense Secretary Gil-
bert Teodoro’s chief of staff, replaced Eduardo del Rosario as NDRRMC executive 
director, making him the third head of the council in the Aquino administration. 
A retired Army major general, Del Rosario tendered his resignation on April 24, 
citing health reasons.

DND spokesman Peter Paul Galvez said Former Vice-Admiral Alexander Pama 
formally took over the NDRRMC in a ceremony at Camp Aguinaldo Monday, April 
28, 2014.

“We view Pama to be very capable with his experience as (former) chief of our 
Navy. He was also former chief of staff of… Teodoro,” Galvez told reporters.

Prior to his appointment, Pama was an undersecretary in the office of Executive 
Secretary Paquito Ochoa Jr.

Pama hails from Passi City, Iloilo and is a member of CPU High School Class 
1973. (With reports from Marlon Ramos. Pama was a classmate of my late brother, 
Ronie, in PMA Class 1979. – Ed.) •

the glory of God.
Many of the problems we experience 

in our families and in our society is caused 
not for want of blessings but by our tenden-
cy to act as owners rather than as manag-
ers of the blessings of God. Many have lost 
their sense of decency and accountability 
because they thought they own everything 
their hands can touch and everything their 
hearts can have. The Lord has entrusted us 
with so many things to enjoy. Let us not 
forget to become faithful stewards of the 
blessings He has richly blessed us.

Finally, I would like to remind you that, 
you are among a few fortunate persons 
who had access to educational experience 
at a renowned institution. This experience 
has rewarded you throughout your life. 
you are already awakened to the realities of 
intense competition and acquired capacity 
to take advantage of competitive environ-
ment. While you may use this capacity to 
create wealth and welfare for you and for 
the organizations you work for, it is also 
your bounded duty to strive for welfare of 
society, for reducing disparity therein and 
to empower those who are disadvantaged 
and always remember your alma mater.

Remember that noble values of caring 

and sharing, of service and sacrifice has 
kept our society away from dangers of ex-
tinction and made it vibrant at all times. As 
inheritors of a society which blossomed up 
great values for life and a deep concern for 
human development, you should intensely 
aspire for deepening and broadening your 
knowledge, learn to experience the pow-
er of collective team work, and always be 
guided by higher values which you believe 
in. In all that lies before you, may God 
grant you wisdom, success and true sense 
of fulfillment of your cherished ideals and 
goals.

Let me end with the words of Bryant 
S. Hinckley. “service is the virtue that dis-
tinguished the great of all times and which 
they will be remembered by. It places a 
mark if nobility upon its disciples. It is the 
dividing line which separates the two great 
groups of the world—those who help and 
those who hinder, those who lift and those 
who lean, those who contribute and those 
who only consume. How much better it is 
to give than to receive. Service in any form 
is comely and beautiful. To give encourage-
ment, to impart sympathy, to show inter-
est, to banish fear, to build self confidence 
and awaken hope in the hearts if others, in 
short—to love them and to show it—is to 
render the most precious service.”  •

Centralian Pride... ◀ 10
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The Unspoken  
Baccalaureate Message
By Ms. Sharon Rose Joy Ruiz-Duremdes

On occasions such as these, we know what words are spoken. We know what ac-
colades would be said to you and parents. But what words are not spoken? What 
thoughts remain in the hearts of those who could have been here today but aren’t? 

I invite you to step into a imaginary world and listen to the unspoken Baccalaureate mes-
sage.

April 13, 2014
Dear Adelle Denise:
Four years ago, I was standing in line 

outside the Business Office. I was going to 
pay the first tranche of my freshman tui-
tion fees. you were five spaces ahead of me. 
I didn’t know who you were but I remem-
ber your face quite vividly. I later learned 
you were a freshman student, like me. 
We were in 2 or 3 classes together but our 
paths never crossed. Today, you are at Rose 
Memorial Auditorium for the Dedication 
Service of successful graduating students. 
This afternoon, is your Commencement. 
I could have very well been a part of the 
graduating Class of 2014. I could have very 
well been here today seated in the section 
cordoned off for the graduating students. 
But I’m not. That’s because I am a dismal 
failure, Adelle. I have failed my parents. 
I have failed the dean. I have failed our 
teachers. I have failed my friends. And I 
guess I have only myself to blame. Why 
does regret always come at the end?

All day today, you will hear the words: 
achievements; accomplishments; oppor-
tunities...what can I celebrate? Nothing. 
What honor will I bring? None. All beca-
sue I squandred them when I had them in 
the palm of my hand. I unreasonably ex-
changed them for momentary thrills.

So here I am – unable to smile no mat-
ter how hard I try. Vice Ganda or Bitoy can-
not bring back laughter into my life. Hard 
lines of stress and pain are etched on my 
face. I would not have been condemned to 
this hell which I find myself in had I been 
true to my vocation as a student. I should 
have spent more time downloading facts 
and figures for research papers.But I was 
preoccupied with uploading my profile in 
Facebook. I should have voraciously read 
up on Literature and Current Events in 
the Library to discover how exciting this 
world is. But I allowed myself to be glued 
in front of TV screens as Richard yap and 

Coco Martin seduced me into the world of 
fantasy. I should have painstakingly taken 
down notes from the teacher’s lectures. In 
fairness, some of them were quite interest-
ing. But I was busy crafting love notes for 
some guy i desperately had a dcrush on. I 
should have welcomed every opportuni-
ty for discussing our lessons in depth at 
group study sessions. But then, it was more 
fun to talk about the “tienes chuva ever” 
with friends as we sipped piping hot Cap-
pucino at Coffeebreak. And before I knew 
it, I was floating away...farther and farther 
away from my dream of finishing college. 
One day, I felt spaced out...as in...I could 
no longer cope. And I commenced my fi-
nal walk toward the point of no return.

Two painful years and I am just now 
realizing how dreadful it is to be in a situ-
ation like this. Truth to tell, thisisno place 
for striving young people. But that’s just it. 
I did not strive. I refused to strive. I did not 
peer far enough into the future to find my 
place beneath the sun. I made the frivolous 
temporariness of existence my goal. And 
I’m telling you. It is painful because I had it 
in my power to be in a difffrent place...in a 
place where you find yourself now, Adelle.

So you are graduating. I am not. you 
are receiving a diploma. I am not. The 
whole day today, there will be no endto the 
flashing androids and digicams. And I will 
continue to be holed in my self-imposed 
inferno where it is dark, foreboding, and 
lonely.

What can I tell you, Adelle? What can 
I tell the graduating Class of 2014. Noth-
ing much, I guess. What “K” do I have to 
say anything to you, successful students? 
No one listens to a loser! But I’ll risk it and 
share with you some inestimable lessons 
that I have gleaned from my lusterless life.

Had I been more sensible, I should have 
perceived life as an egg; not a bubble. For 
many years, the bubble was my paradign of 
existence. Life was, to me, a kaleidoscope 

of colors like the blinking lights of discos...
like the kleig lights of Smallville 21 or the 
Flow. My life, like the bubble, was light. 
No heavy responsibilities. Like thebubble, 
I fleeted whereever I wished to go, being 
carried away by the winds of caprice and 
chance. And so I wandered from place 
to place with different personages: sugar 
daddies, serious and not-so-serios suitors, 
gays, lesbians, straight guys – the whole lot. 
Then my bubble burst and I found myself 
out in the cold with no one I could call a 
friend. Even Friendster on the web could 
not point me to one.

Life, Adelle is not a bubble. It is an egg 
with endless possibilities. Imagine how 
many dishes you can prepare from this 
drab and unattractive product! Thesky is 
the limit. It all depends on your patience 
and creativity. As you break the shell, 
opportunities – plural, Adelle, plural – 
boundless opportunities stare you in the 
face. If I were not so foolish then, I would 
have seized the opportunities and pursued 
them.

Had I been more sensible, I should 
have realized that life is about “riding the 
waves.” I use the imagery of the surfing 
sport. If the sport of Jimmy Alapag calls for 
a 3-point shot, a surfer’s sport calls for rid-
ing the waves. And the surfer is judged by 
how flawless the ride is...whether he/she is 
able to stay on his/her surf board and ride 
it all the way to the shore. I am told that not 
all waves make a successful ride. Surfers, 
therefore, choose the way they ride. And 
surfers choose a wave that places them on 
the crest of that wave; they sit on top of the 
wave-not get swallowed by it.

If that is so, riding the wave is about the 
freedom to choose. I did have the freedom 
to choose years ago. I was confronted with 
many choices: to study in the library or to 
go on jeepney joy rides...to listen to the 
Math teacher’s explanation or day dream 
about Aljur Abrenica or Derek Ramsey...
to participate in class discussion or “make 
chismis” about Piolo Pascual’s gender pref-
erence. How stupid of me to choose to be 
swallowed by the circumstances instead of 
positioning myself on top of the circum-
stances – in other words, conquering them.

If I were not so foolish then, I should 

(Excerpts of the College Baccalaureate Service Message 
delivered by Ms. Sharon Rose Joy Ruiz-Duremdes, CPU Rose 
Memorial Auditorium, April 13, 2014)
Text Joshua 1:5-9
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have chosen a good wave, mounted on 
it, and successfully coasted toward my 
dream. Sadly enough, I allowed myself to 
be devoured by the roaring waves and now 
it is next to impossible to keep my head 
above the water, so to speak.

Adelle, I’m glad you stayed on the crest 
of the wave and rode it to the finish. you 
really have proved the words of Joshua’s 
God: Be determined and confident.

Had I been more sensible, I should have 
believed in myself. I should have known 
that, as a child of God, I was endowed with 
power to be what the Creator wanted me 
to be. What I had to do was to harness that 
power. But first, I had to understand what 
power is. Growing up in a situation of mar-
ginalization where I was often pushed to 
the sides because other people were much 
better than me, I never felt I had power. I 
had no talent, no gifts, no capacity to do 
anything. I would weep long nights on end, 
feeling sorry for myself. I hated the world 
for making me so miserable. I guess, when 
life offered cheap flings, I grabbed them, 
thinking these would soothe my frayed 
nerves and broken spirit. But, like the bub-

ble, all too soon, the flings vanished in thin 
air.

I am learning now that power means 
self mastery...to rise above weaknesses and 
frailties. God’s admonition to be strong 
and of good courage, said to Joshua of 
old, is an admonition to me today as well. 
Strength to transcend the tests of life and 
courage not to yield to thecruel lashings. I 
am learning now that power is a gift from 
the One who wields power over the created 
order. That gift is offered to all who, in hu-
mility, accept it and use it to overturn the 
circumstances of evil into circumstances 
of good. If only I had accepted that gift 
then, I would be among you today. Papa’s 
heart would be bursting with pride. Mama 
would be brushing the tears of elation from 
her eyes.

Adelle, four years ago, I commenced 
on a journey like yours. I could have been 
a part of Class 2014 of Central Philippine 
University had I been wise enough to frus-
trate the wiles and temptations of MO2.

Adelle, and all of you graduating stu-
dents...

Life is an egg; not bubble. Go and find 

those endless possibilities.
Ride the crest of the waves and conquer 

the tempestuous seas.
Harness the power that God has gifted 

you with. The world awaits your trans-
forming service.

And never forget God’s encouragement 
to Joshua: I will alwys be with you. I will 
never abandon you. Do not be discouraged 
for I, the Lord, your God, am with you 
wherever you go.

Congratulations, Adelle.
your friend who didn’t make it at all...
(Prof. Sharon Rose Joy Ruiz-Duremdes 

has been richly blessed by the Lord that in 
return, she has become a blessing to the peo-
ple she has had the opportunity to interact 
with.

A true-blooded Centralian, Prof. 
Ruiz-Duremdes finished elementary and 
high school as Class Valedictorian and grad-
uated Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree. Wanting to learn more, she 
earned a Master of Arts in Speech Com-
munication degree from the University of 
Hawaii (1970) and finished her Master in 

The Unspoken... � 18
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NATIONAL PRISAA MEET
april 06-12, 2014 at Tagum City, davao del Norte
OFFICIAL RESuLTS – CPu DELEGATION

ATHLETICS SECONDARY BOYS – Rey Angelo Pagatpat, Coach
Name: Year: Individual: Team:
1. DEOCAMPO, Nazario HS 3 Gold 1, Silver 

2, Bronze 1
Champion

2. VERA, John Robert HS 3 Gold 3 Champion
3. VISTA, Tim HS 3 Gold 1, Silver 

2, Bronze 1
Champion

CHESS TERTIARY MEN
1. CRUCERO, Noel Vincent A. BSPKGE 2 Bronze 

Medalist
Champion

2. PORRAS, Fritz Bryan P. BSBAFM 3 Gold Medalist Champion
3. SILVEDERIO, John Michael B. BSECE 1 Champion
SOCCER TERTIARY MEN
1. DE JUAN, Christian Theodore BSED P 3 Champion
2. SUPEÑA, Joshua S. BSIT 1 Champion
SEPAK TAKRAW TERTIARY MEN – Lemuel D. Gardose, Coach
1. ALMERIA, Alex F. BSBABM 3 Champion
2.ARBOLADO, Jeric Allen BSA 3 Champion
3. CABATIAN, Julius Charles L. BSHRM 3 Champion
4. EUGALCA, Jayson A. BSEE 1 Champion
5. GALIA, Jay-ar B. BSEE 1 Champion
6. MALLORCA, Roberto E. Jr. BSA 1 Champion
7. PADIOS, Hubert John M. BSHRM 1 Champion
SOFTBALL TERTIARY WOMEN – Pastor Kim B. Dela Cruz, Coach;
Pastor Arliss Cloma, Asst. Coach; Jose Hechanova, Trainor

1. ARNADO, Ma. Marriel F. BSED P 4 Champion
2. AYORE, Jeraldine P. BSA 2 Champion
3. DARAS, Jane G. BSED X 3 Champion
4. DECHOSA, Geia Lyn D. BSAT 1 Champion
5. GULFAN, Ma. Kristine L. BSHRM 4 Champion
6. LAWAG, Ailyn Grace BST 1 Champion
7. PAGULONG, Ferly Joy R. BSED 1 Champion
8. PEÑAFIEL, Jergen P. BSED P 2 Champion
9. SEBUAN, Cristine C. BSHRM 3 Champion
10. SAMSON, Tweedle Gee M. BEED 1 Champion
11. SEVILLA, Rhea G. BSSW 3 Champion
12. SINOGBUHAN, Herjea Faye BSBAFM 3 Champion
13. TREYES, Ma. Dianne S. BSHRM 3 Champion
TABLE TENNIS TERTIARY WOMEN  

– Rev. Francis Neil G. Jalando-on, Coach
1. CABRELA, Romela G. BSED E 3 Silver–DoublesChampion
2. GAYOSO, Juliette C. BSEED Z 4 Bronze–Single Champion
3. LAPIZAR, Bea Rachel F. BSED P 3 Bronze–Mix D Champion

TAEKWONDO SECONDARY BOYS – Ryka Rosebeth Bernardo, 
Coach

1. DIASNES, Alfie A. HS 4 Gold Medalist Champion
2. PRAIRE, Vance Gabriel HS 3 Gold Medalist Champion
TAEKWONDO SECONDARY GIRLS – Alan J. Diasnes, Coach
1. DINERO, Czarylle Faye 

Edwardine
Grade 7 Gold Medalist Champion

2. HORMIGOSO, Quinn Pauline HS 4 Gold Medalist Champion
3. MALLORCA, RJ Bless Joy HS 4 Gold Medalist Champion
4. PAGCALIWANGAN, K S. HS 4 Silver Medalist Champion
5. VIDALLON, Cara Nicole HS 3 Silver Medalist Champion
VOLLEYBALL TERTIARY WOMEN
Anthony A. Arnilla, Coach; Arden Doromal, Asst. Coach

1. AMAD, Cendymie M. BSHRM 4 Champion
2. AMAR, Valerie Jen P. BSED X 3 Champion
3. BERMEJO, Jenelyn D. BSED P 4 Champion
4. CEBALLOS, Fiola Mae C. BST 3 Champion
5. DE LOS REYES, Jeannie C. BSBAMM 4 Champion
6. GONZAGA, Sarah Jean S. BSSW 1 Champion
VOLLEYBALL SECONDARY GIRLS
Jeffrey G. Alcarde, Coach; Ailynn I. Alcarde, Chaperon

1. BONDA, Mary Jane L. G8 Champion
2. CELIZ, Addrianne S. G7 Champion
3. DOROMAL, Roma Joy D. HS 4 Champion
4. DUREMDES, Ria Beatriz 

Glenell J.
HS 3 Champion

5. GUEVARRA, Eunice H. G 7 Champion
6. JAMAYO, Renee Rose T. HS 4 Champion
7. JAMAYO, Lianna Rose T. HS 4 Champion
8. JUANEZA, Kyla G 8 Champion
9. PAMPLONA, Damiel C. HS 4 Champion
10. ROBLES, Julie Ann N. HS 4 Champion
11. ROBLES, Princess Anne N. G 8 Champion
SWIMMING TERTIARY WOMEN
1. CASTANTE, Tam Marie Krizia BSM 1 G–4, S–2, B–1 1st Runner Up
2. MAPA, Mia Avery Joyce P. BST 2 G–1, S–3, B–1 1st Runner Up
3. NEPTUNO, Louisse Anne D. BSCE 2 S–1 1st Runner Up
TABLE TENNIS TERTIARY MEN
1. CARTAMA, Norberto D. BSCE 4 Gold–Doubles 1st Runner Up
KARATEDO TERTIARY MEN
1. TIZO, Jared Lorenzo P. BSAT 2 Gold Medalist 2nd Runner 

Up

CPu Athletes 82
Coaching Staff 17
Head of the Delegation 01
  TOTAL 100
Prepared by: ATTY. ALEJANDRO S. SOMO
	 OIC,	Office	of	Sports	&	Athletics

We are the Champions!
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We Are the Champions! Table Tennis Tertiary Women, National PRISAA Meet, April 6-12, 2014. (L-r) 
RomelaCabrela (College of Education), Juliette Gayoso (College of Education) Rev. Francis Neil G. Jalando-
on (Coach), and (extreme right) Bea Rachel Lapizar (College of Education)

CPU Debating Team is Debate sa Bombo 
(Hiligaynon College Ed.) 1st Runner-up
By Ptr. Alfred Morales  

On April 14, 2014, the battle for the Championship of “Debate sa Bombo (Iloilo) 
College Edition, Hiligaynon) has finally made the Central Philippine University de-
bating team (affirmative side) emerged as first runner-up against West Visayas State 

University debating team (negative side) on the proposition, “Resolved, That: national 
elective officials be at least college graduate.”

Of the five participating teams repre-
senting their schools namely the University 
of the Philippines in the Visayas, Universi-
ty of San Agustin, Western Visayas Col-
leges and Technology, West Visayas State 
University, and Central Philippine Uni-
versity the live on-air debates series with 
replays have started last December 2013 
and culminated last April 14, 2014.  With 

its ultimate objective that the voices of the 
youth be heard, various perspectives were 
presented by the debaters. CPU debating 
team, who are also officers and members 
of CPU’s Dr. Rex D. Drilon Debate Soci-
ety, were Bryan Eric Cerebo (BS in Busi-
ness Administration Major in Business 
Management-3), Emily Victoria Oke (BS 
Biology-3), Fritz John Mingao (AB PolS-

ci-4), zulein Mae Gardose (BS in Accoun-
tancy-1), Gillian Tajanan (AB PolSci-1), 
Mylah Shane Daliva (BS Psychology-4). 
Atty. Rodolfo “Boy” Cabado and Pastor 
Alfred Morales were the team’s consultant 
and coach-adviser, respectively. Last Janu-
ary 10, 2013, it is noteworthy to mention 
that the CPU debating team won as the 
best debating team for  the Bombo Radyo’s 
Top Level Conference “Debate sa Bombo 
(English category)” with Mylah Shane Da-
liva as best debater and Emily Victoria Oke 
as best speaker. Other debaters who were 
members of the team were Javie de Jesus 
and Gillian Tajanan. •

Announcements
The College Freshmen  

Enrollment for SY 2015- 2016  
will start April 27, 2015.

CENTRALITE BACk ISSuES?
See, call or email Sid Provendido at 
the accounts receivable Section, 
Business	Office,	Administration	
Bldg., CPu; (033) 329-1971 loc 
2195; iprovendido@yahoo.com

FREE DIGITIzED CENTRALITES
Are Now Available for Copying or Downloading:
1950 1951 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 
1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 
1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 ... and counting
Call, text or e-mail @ 329-1654; 329-1971 loc 2187; (Sun) 0932-
452-8997; cpu_communications@yahoo.com.ph

The CPU Debating Team (l-r) Ptr. Alfred Morales (Coach), Mylah Shane 
Daliva, Fritz John Mingao, Zulein Mae Gardose, Bryan Eric Cerebo, Emily 
Victoria Oke and Gillian Tajanan.
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Religious Education at the American Baptist 
Seminary of the West in 1973.

Prof. Ruiz-Duremdes is a faithful ser-
vant of the Lord, having been able to assume 
several positions in Baptist-related organi-
zations: Student Worker at the Baptist Stu-
dent Center in Indonesia, Youth Minister 
for the First Baptist Church in San Francis-
co, California, USA, General Secretary of 
KapatirangSimbahan Para sa Bayan, and 
Secretary of a Baptist Radio-TV Station 
in Indonesia, among others. She is also the 
First Lay Woman General Secretary of the 
National Council of Churches in the Philip-
pines.

Her noble contribution to the academe 
and the church has not gone unnoticed. The 
CPU High School Centennial Presidential 
Distinguished Award, the Diamond Jubilee 
Award for Meritorious Service to the Con-
vention of Philippine Baptist Churches, and 
the Distinguished Centralian Award for 
Church and Community are just a few of 
the accolades that have been given to her. 

She was also named as Outstanding Young 
Woman of Iloilo Province and Alumna of 
the Year of the Baptist Seminary of the West.

She has traveled to various parts of the 
world as keynote speaker, lecturer, facilita-
tor, paper presenter, and preacher in many 
international gatherings. Among the coun-
tries that she has visited are Germany, The 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Canada, the United States, the United King-
dom, Japan, and South Korea.

At present, she is the Vice President of 
Iloilo Kasapulanan of Baptist Churches, a 
Minister for Spirituality and Congregational 
Life of Jaro Evangelical Church, a Professor 
at Central Philippine University, and the Of-
ficer-in-Charge of the University Chaplain’s 
Office.

At home, she will always be the eldest 
daughter of Macario and Josefina Ruiz. 
Likewise, she is wife to the HonorableNery 
G. Duremdes, Regional Trial Court Presid-
ing Judge, and mother to Mitzi May, Lily 
Joyce, and Luke Andrei.) •

Social Work alumna adjudged most 
outstanding social welfare officer

By Edwin Lariza

Dr. Neneth Q. Pador (BSSW ’76) was recently awarded Most Outstanding Provincial 
Social Welfare and Development Officer by the Association of Local Social Welfare 
and Development Officers of the Phil., Inc. (ALSWDOPI). ALSWDOPI is a pro-

fessional organization of provincial, city, and municipal social welfare and development 
officers in the country.
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◀ Dr. Neneth Q. Pador beams with pride as she 
holds the well-deserved award

Dr. Pador was cited for her consistent 
and efficient delivery of distinct and inno-
vative social welfare and development pro-
grams, projects and activities of the Prov-
ince of Iloilo which contributed to possible 
impact, quality and sustainable results to 
the lives of her fellow constituents. The 
award was given during the 18th Annual 
National Forum and General Assembly of 
the association held at Sarabia Manor Ho-
tel and Convention Center, April 22-25, 
2014.

In that assembly, Pador was also elect-

ed as national president of the association 
together with another Centralian social 
worker, Lazaro Petinglay (BSSW 1989) as 
vice president for Visayas. Petinglay is the 
current Provincial Social Welfare and de-
velopment Officer of the Province of An-
tique.

This is the second time that Pador was 
given such accolade. The first one was in 
2008. Dr. Pador is the Provincial Social 
Welfare and Development Officer of the 
Province of Iloilo.

https : / /c pucata lyzer.wordpress .
com/2014/05/06/social-work-alumna-ad-
judged-most-outstanding-social-wel-
fare-officer/



December 2014 Issue 2014: THE YEAR IN REVIEW | 19May

Centralian Peñol is new 
NYC Commissioner
by Ptr. Alfred Morales

Jo Jan Paul Peñol, 23, a fresh graduate of Central Philippine University under the Bach-
elor of Arts in Political Science program of the College of Arts and Sciences was re-
cently appointed by President Benigno Simeon Aquino III as Commissioner repre-

senting the Visayas of the National youth Commission, and as such, he will occupy the 
rank of an Assistant Secretary under the Office of the President, effective May 5.

Endorsed by prominent national fig-
ures, and more than a hundred of youth 
and youth-serving organizations across the 
Visayas, and being a multi-awarded youth 
leader in the field of politics, governance 
and community service, Peñol is very fit-

ting for the job of bringing the programs 
and projects of the national government to 
the grassroots.

He has a vast experience in local policy 
making. Before being appointed as com-

Centralian Peñol... ▶ 20

Cerebo earns NYP VP post
By Blessed Bea Plondaya

CPUR President Bryan Eric Cerebo, 
an incoming Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration major in 

Business Management fourth year student 
earned the Vice Presidential post during 
the 10th National youth Parliament (NyP) 

of youth Leaders at the Manila Grand Op-
era Hotel and the National Museum, May 
15-18, 2014.

“NyP is a big venue to voice out youth 
concerns to government authorities such 
as our lawmakers. My NyP experience is 

something I won’t forget,” said Cerebo.
Every two years, at the call of the Na-

tional youth Commission (NyC), over 200 
youth leaders and youth sector representa-
tives from all over the country gather to-
gether in this assembly in their pursuit for 
nation-building.

Photo by Ernest Arceo. •

CEREBO
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Cabarles tops 2013 CHED  
REPUBLICA AWARD
DR. JAIME C. CABARLES, JR., Dean of the College of Agriculture, Resources and 

Environmental Sciences of Central Philippine University was declared the Nation-
al Winner of the 2013 CHED REPUBLICA AWARD (Outstanding Research and 

Publication Award), Natural Sciences and Agriculture category, May 20,2014. The CHED 
REPUBLICA Awards are offered biennially to recognize and reward outstanding research 
that leads to significant advances in priority disciplines and contributes to national de-
velopment goals.

missioner, he was a former Sangguniang 
Kabataan chairman in 2007 to 2010, as 
elected Municipal Councilor of Pavia, Il-
oilo from 2010 to 2013, as Chief of Office 
Operations of Iloilo 2nd District Con-
gressman Arcadio Gorriceta.

While in school, Peñol balances his 
work as a student, as a Municipal Coun-
cilor and as the Editor-in-Chief of The 
Central Echo, the university student pub-
lication of CPU where he served for nearly 
six years.

He authored the book, “Leadership 
Next: A Guide for Emerging Leaders of the 
Next Generation” while he was 18 years 
old.

Peñol is the son of Engr. Joel Peñol, 
a seaman, and Mrs. Mary Jane Janoli-
no-Peñol, a public school teacher.

With Senator Paolo Benigno “Bam” 
Aquino administering the oath of office, 
Peñol is the youngest from among the 
presidential appointees to the National 
youth Commission. Along with him is Gio 
Tingson as the new Chairman; actor Jose 
Sixto “Dingdong” Dantes III as Commis-
sioner-at-Large; Percival Cendaña as Com-
missioner for Luzon; and Earl Saavedra as 
Commissioner for Mindanao. They will 
also join incumbents Jose Rafael Cruz and 
Sherwin Taay as Commissioner-at-Large 
and executive director, respectively.    •



Goodnight...
to our alumni and 

friends

May 17, 2014 
TYo AquI CAJILIG



Cabarles topped eleven (11) other fi-
nalists from University of the Philippines–
Diliman, Ateneo de Manila University, 
Father Saturnino Urios University, Ateneo 
De Davao (3), University of Santo Tomas 
(2), De LaSalle University, University of 
the Philippines–Los Baños, and University 
of San Carlos.

The members of the distinguished pan-
el of judges were Dr. William G. Padolina, 
former Secretary of the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology (DOST); Dr. Angel 
C. Alcala, former Secretary of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources and former 
chairman of the Commission on Higher 
Education; Dr. Graciano P. yumul, Jr., for-
mer undersecretary of the Department of 
Science and Technology; and Dr. Romulo 
T. Aggangan, former Director of the For-
estry and Environment Research Division, 
Philippine Council for Agriculture, For-
estry and Natural Resources Research and 
Development of DOST.

Dr. Cabarles’ research work was on 
“Production potentials of native chickens 
(gallus gallus domesticus L.) of Western 
Visayas, Philippines”. It is about poultry 
genetic resources diversity serving as res-
ervoir of genes adaptable to local condi-
tions, production, and resource utilization 
that are compatible with consumer pref-
erences for meat and egg products. The 
observed variations in reproductive and 
growth performances of native chickens 
from the Western Visayas region showed 
their potentials for genetic improvement 
toward production. •

Centralian Peñol... ◀ 19



December 2014 Issue 2014: THE YEAR IN REVIEW | 21May

Koalisyon Party generations reunite
By Blessed Bea Plondaya (B.S. in Business Administration-2)

A night of glamour and 
commemoration

To celebrate and reminisce their jour-
ney against the odds, the Central Philip-
pine University (CPU) Koalisyon Grand 
Ball was held on May 10, 2014 at Hotel 
del Rio, Iloilo City with the theme, “Koal-
isyon@30: Unmask the Memories.”

History
A simple re-visit of the historical roots 

was recanted. The Koalisyon ng Demokra-
tikong Mag-aaral Para sa Sambayanan was 
born in 1984. It was the act of coalescing 
the then, “Partido ng mga Mag-aaral para 
sa Sambayanan (PANGMASA)” and the 
“Alliance of Democratic Students (ADS).” 
Koalisyon alumnus, Mr. Sherlito Deduro 
cited that “indeed, the noble act of coali-
tion was the extension of our concern and 
commitment to the service of the studen-
try in particular and the Filipino masses 

in a bigger perspective. They have united 
their efforts because they adhere to what 
a song conveys: “United we stand, divided 
we fall.” To this effect, the “loyalty to Koal-
isyon ends, where the loyalty to CPUR be-
gins.”

The Past Leaders
Gracing the event as keynote speaker 

was Mr. Artchil Fernandez, former Koal-
isyon president.

Moreover, other past Koalisyon presi-
dents were also present namely: Mr. Albert 
Jan Matthew Java (C.P.A.), Pastor Alfred 
Morales (Koalisyon organization adviser) 
and Hon. Rochin Sherwin Sanchez togeth-
er with Mr. Louie John Palomo. Further, 
former Koalisyon presidents were men-
tioned as part of the re-telling of the Koal-
isyon history: Pastor Manuel “Mawe” Dela 
Fuente (founding father of Koalisyon), 
Atty. Gualberto Cataluña, Jr., Glenn Cam-

pañera, Roosevelt Baldago, Pastor Jenkins 
Bañas, Rommel Arnao, Dr. Harold Sayco, 
Atty. Mylah Jardiolin, Pastor Ronald Par-
pa, Christian Gilbert Cataluña, Marvin 
Segura, Karen Rey, Cara Jean Sullano, Al-
bert Jan Matthew Java, Marc Lovel Bedona 
(C.P.A.), Bryan Eric Cerebo. Not to miss 
out any name, all Koalisyon alumni in gen-
eral and Mrs. Lucy Dela Fuente were high-
ly appreciated for their significant contri-
butions to what Koalisyon organization 
and party has come this far at 30.

The New Leaders
Also, the oath-taking of the newly 

elected officers of the Koalisyon Organi-
zation took place during the occasion with 
Ms. Tricia Gonzales as its new president.

The event was spearheaded by Mr. Bry-
an Eric Cerebo, current CPUR President 
and the outgoing president of the Koal-
isyon Organization in partnership with 
Ilead Events. Miss Charmaine Grace De-
atras hosted the program. (Edited by Palf, 
photo by Joshua James Enriquez) •

new ProgrAms effective first semester 2015-2016

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY
major in Pastoral Counseling and 

Clinical Pastoral Supervision

MASTER OF ARTS IN ENGLISH 
LANGuAGE AND LITERATuRE

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
(Non-Thesis)

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
RESPIRATORY THERAPY

Plans to open
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

Grade 11 – S.Y. 2016-2017
Grade 12 – S.Y. 2017-2018
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New Appointments SY 2014-2015
Salutation Name Position dept Begin end

1 Prof. acanto, Caesar rico Chair eCe/ee 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
2 dr. alerta, Florentino assistant Coordinator HFlm 01-Jun-14 31-Oct-14
3 dr. alerta, Florentino Coordinator HFlm 01-Nov-14 31-may-15
4 Prof. Baliao, ma. medalla acting dean Hospitality mgt 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
5 atty. Bedona, Zacarias Jr dean law 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
6 Prof. Bonete, Nelia Chair Business	&	Accountancy 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
7 dr. Borlongan, Ilda Chair Chemistry 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
8 dr. Calibjo, Cirilo Grade Coordinator engineering 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
9 Prof. Cangrejo, Bernie Chair Packaging engg 01-Jun-14 31-may-17

10 engr. Castigador, dimpna director Institutional	Advancement	Office 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
11 mrs. Catalan, daisy Joy Cashier Cash Section 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
12 dr. Chin, Fely vice President for academic affairs VPAA	Office 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
13 mr. de la cruz, Kim lain Special asst. to the Pres. On Youth devt. Office	of	the	President 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
14 Prof. demos, Feby acting Chairperson Health and P.e. 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
15 dr. deza, david, Jr. Coordinator dental Clinic 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
16 Prof. diesto, valeri ruth Faculty Health Clinic 01-Jun-14 31-mar-15
17 dr. equiña, diadem Pearl associate dean medicine 01-may-14 31-may-15
18 Prof. Figueroa, lena administrator Birthing Center 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
19 Prof. Gal, lydia acting Chair Religion	&	Ethics 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
20 dr. Gallon, Sonia Coordinator Health	&	PE 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
21 dr. Gedangoni, Zenia Coordinator HFlm 01-Jun-14 31-Oct-14
22 rev. Gico, Joniel Howard vice President Student affairs 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
23 Prof. Gilongos, annalie Coordinator NSTP-CWTS 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
24 dr. Gonzales, Henry acting dean medicine 01-may-14 31-may-15
25 Prof. Gotico, Sharlene Chair dlmCH 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
26 engr. Grio, mary earl daryl Chair Civil engg 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
27 ms. Herga, Susan acting Principal elementary 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
28 mrs. Huyong, magdalena Cristi lyni Coordinator Cultural	Affairs	Office 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
29 mrs. Huyong, magdalena Cristi lyni Coordinator music 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
30 Prof. Jalbuena, Janet acting Principal High School 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
31 dr. Java, alberto Coordinator Work Study Service Program 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
32 dr. Java, margen director SPd 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
33 dr. lagulao, Sharon University	Health	&	Physical	Examination	Coord. Health Clinic 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
34 mr. laru-an, edwin Tv Channel Coordinator Office	of	Communications 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
35 Prof. lazaro, ely Coordinator Hospitality mgt 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
36 mr. lebrilla, donald Coordinator emC 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
37 Prof. libo-on, rowena director International Programs 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
38 Prof. libo-on, rowena director vietnam Programs 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
39 Prof. lozada, Kareen Jay Field Instruction Coordinator Social Work 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
40 mrs. magbanua, Gwen Beth acting director Internal audit 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
41 Prof. mangana, mila Coordinator dining Hall 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
42 Prof. marañon, darlene Joy acting Chair Pharmacy 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
43 Prof. mojica, michael John Coordinator Hospitality mgt 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
44 engr. molina, dany acting Chair Software engg 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
45 dr. Pagara, Bernabe dean Theology 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
46 mr. Pagunsan, Jason acting director Office	of	Communications 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
47 dr. Palada, manuel adjunct Professor CareS 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
48 Prof. Palomar, rodel Coordinator NSTP 01-Jun-14 31-may-16
49 Prof. Pamocol, darril Faculty detailed HrdO 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
50 Prof. Pamocol, darril IQa lead auditor Internal audit 16-Jun-14 31-may-15
51 dr. Pescos, roldan Retirement	Plan	Officer Retirement	Office 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
52 dr. Polec-eo, raquel director Guidance Services Center 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
53 dr. Porras, ma. Corazon Chair medical laboratory Sciences 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
54 Ptr. robite, Franklin Chair Social Sciences 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
55 Prof. Sale, melba Coordinator Nursing 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
56 mr. Salvania, Freddie TeSda Focal Person  01-Jun-14 31-may-15
57 mr. Solatorio, ernie asst. to the vPFe on enterprise mgt VPFA	Office 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
58 atty. Somo, alejandro director Sports	&	Athletics 01-Jun-14 31-mar-15
59 Prof. Somo, lily lynn dean Nursing 01-Jun-14 31-may-17
60 ms. Sorongon, Trinidad Officer-in-Charge Buildings	Upkeep	&	Maintenance 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
61 Prof. Suerte, Norma Clinical Coordinator Nursing 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
62 Prof. Suerte, Norma acting Chair Nursing 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
63 Prof. Sumande, Susan Skills lab Coordinator Nursing 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
64 Prof. Trompeta, leilani Fatimah assistant director International Programs 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
65 ms. vargas, Chrislynn Coordinator, lifestyle Center lifestyle mgt 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
66 ms. vargas, Chrislynn Coordinator, lTS NSTP 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
67 Prof. Yap-Zerrudo, anna may assistant director vietnam Programs 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
68 Prof. Yap-Zerrudo, anna may Coordinator CaS Graduate Programs 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
69 Prof. Yoro, Carolyn Coordinator,	MAN	&	MN Nursing Graduate Programs 01-Jun-14 31-may-15
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The Planners (Sitting l-r) Prof. Leticia Vencer, 
Ms. Imelda Ygan. (Standing l-r) Ms. Jennifer 
Juarez, Prof. Stella Fernandez (LSD Chair), Dr. 
Nicolas Guanzon, Dax Balladares, Dr. Luisito 
Conducta (in shades) and LSD work students.

LSD holds 
stratplan
By Dr. Luisito T. Conducta

The faculty and staff of the Life 
Sciences Department held its 
yearly Strategic Planning and 

Team Building in preparation for the 
incoming School year 2014-2015 at 
Tatoy`s Manokan and Resort in Villa, 
Iloilo, June 7, 2014.

In attendance were LSD Chair 
Prof. Stella Fernandez and faculty 
members Dr. Nicolas Guanzon, Dr. 
Luisito Conducta, Prof. Ernesto Ele-
fan, Prof. Leticia Vencer, Ms. Imelda 
ygan, and Ms. Jennifer Juarez. Also 
present were LSD Secretary Dax Bal-
ladares and the LSD Work Students.

The faculty and staff meeting 
discussed the plans for the coming 
school year and preparations for the 
implementation of the K-12 Program 
this coming 2016. It was also an op-
portunity to partake of the bountiful 
lunch and enhance the camaraderie 
and working relationships among 
staff and faculty members. •

Life Sciences faculty attend 
Green Education workshop
By Dr. Luisito T. Conducta

Five faculty members of the Life Sciences Department attend a two-day Sem-
inar-Workshop on Green Education held at the University of San Agustin (Iloilo 
City), June 27-28, 2014.

The seminar-workshop was sponsored 
by De La Salle University (Manila) in coop-
eration with the University of San Agustin 
(Iloilo) and the United Board for Christian 
Higher Education in Asia. The theme of the 
two-day convention was “Towards a Green 
Education in the Philippines: Perspectives, 
Pedagogies, Performances; Workshops on 
Teaching the Environment and Climate 
Change Impacts in the New General Edu-
cation Curriculum.” This was the Visayan 
leg of the nationwide activity. Previously 
held was the Metro Manila leg in La Salle 
University (Ozamiz City), June 20-21.

The Plenary Speakers included Dr. 
Ronaldo Borrinaga of UP Manila, Bro. 
Jaazeal Jakosalem of UNO-R Negros Oc-
cidental, Prof. Roel Alli of WVSU and Dr. 
Raymond Girard Tan of DLSU Manila. 
Workshop facilitators included Dr. Romeo 
Lee, Chair of the DLSU Behavioral Scienc-
es Department, Dr. Dennis Erasga of the 

DLSU Behavioral Sciences Department 
and Prof. Shirley Lua of the DLSU Bien-
venido N. Santos Creative Writing Center.

LSD Faculty members who attended 
included LSD Chair Prof. Stella Fernandez, 
Dr. Nicolas Guanzon, Dr. Luisito Conduc-
ta, Prof. Ernesto Elefan and Ms. Jennifer 
Juarez.

The project`s main objective is the inte-
gration of Environmental Science and Cli-
mate Change in the new general education 
curriculum. It also emphasizes not only the 
role of the humanities and social sciences 
in environmental education but also the 
interdisciplinary approach and from there 
create a holistic understanding of climate 
change and environmental challenges to be 
addressed by tertiary education. It hopes to 
transform the learners of today into a crit-
ical mass and innovative force that work 
together towards a green, productive and 
sustainable future. •

CPU holds UBCHEA-funded 
module writeshop

Participants (above) of WRITE IT RIGHT! Learning Module Writeshop at Ephrathah Farms, Badiangan, 20 June 2014.  Facilitators (above right): A. Yap-Zerrudo, A, 
Illenberger, A. Cocjin, J. Jaco, D. Castigador, E.R. Romarate, S. Gotico

A three-day learning module writeshop participated in by faculty and staff mem-
bers from different units in the University was held at the CPU Educational Media 
Center Conference Room, May 28 and at Ephrathah Farms, Brgy. Sariri, Badian-

gan, June 19-20, 2014. Entitled “Write it Right: Learning Module Writeshop,” the seminar 
workshop was funded by the United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia (UB-
CHEA) and designed by Prof. Esther Rose Romarate, faculty member of the Department 
of Languages, Mass Communication and Humanities (DLMCH). Writeshop... ▶ 32



24 | 2014: THE YEAR IN REVIEW Centralian LinkJune

Roger Flores:  
Fallen Centralian Hero
By Engr. Dany Molina

Manila Bulletin – Fri, Jun 20, 2014: “Seventeen persons were killed – a young ma-
rine officer, six soldiers, and 10 Abu Sayyaf terrorists – in fresh clashes between 
government security forces and Moro bandits in Sulu yesterday that also left 24 

soldiers wounded.
Field reports reaching the AFP head-

quarters in Camp Aguinaldo yesterday 
said that marine troops were conducting 
combat operations in Barangay Kagay, 
Patikul town, when they encountered an 
undetermined number of Abu Sayyaf ter-
rorists at about 6:20 a.m.

The marine officer died in the initial 
encounter.”

The AFP did not release the names of 
the casualties pending notification of their 
families.

My heart thumped a bit when I read 
this news because I know that Roger was 
assigned in Sulu. Putting not much atten-
tion to the news, I went to attend to my 
responsibilities on that day. Later in the 
afternoon, my staff (Lofel) informed me 
that Roger figured in an encounter with 
some outlaws in Mindanao and was killed. 
Siling ko sa iya wala ka galango lango ha. 
She showed me some postings on Face-
book from Rogers’ close friends, whom I 
believe like me, are on the “denial stage” 
yet at that moment, and are hoping that 
the news is not true. I went home early that 
day with a heavy heart and shared the un-
confirmed news to my wife. We watched 
the news on TV to keep ourselves posted 
of the incident in Sulu and of the identi-
ties of the casualties but no names were 
mentioned in the news. The following day, 
news establishing the identity of the slain 
officer confirmed that it was indeed Roger.

Who is Roger Flores, a.k.a. Archer One 
para sa amon sa College of Engineering? 
Roger graduated from CPU with the de-
gree BSEE in 2005. Roger is not just like 
any other engineering graduate that we 
have. He is a rare breed. He is an epitome 
of an outstanding student and a great lead-
er. As a student and a leader, Roger kept 
a very good balance between his academic 
and non-academic activities. He had been 
a consistent scholar of PECO and the Phil-
ippine Army, a member of the CPU IIEE 
quiz team which became champion in 

the 17th IIEE Regional Quiz Show. Rog-
er also held several key positions in some 
organizations in the University, being (1) 
President of the IIEE CPU SC 2004-2005, 
CPU Republic Senator also in 2004-2005, 
Vice Corps Commander and Battalion 
S3 of the CPU ROTC Unit in 2003-2004. 
He also was Delegate to the 6th National 
Ayala young Leaders Congress, MarkProf 
Leaders Development Training, Congress 
Director of the 1st Iloilo young Leaders 
Congress. He was also first placer in the 
Philippine Army Advanced ROTC exam 
in 2002 and 1st Placer in CPU’s Kurukasa 
2004.

Whenever Roger is in Iloilo, he would 
always visit CPU to see friends, mentors 
or just jog around the campus. In sever-
al instances, he dropped by my office and 
shared with me his experiences and aspi-
rations as a young military officer. He also 
left me some of his pictures (PMA gradu-
ation and Ten Outstanding Students of the 
Philippines Awarding) as remembrances.

On a personal note, let me share with 
you this story (author unknown) which 
exemplifies the life of 1st Lt. Roger Flores:

There was a young man named Juan 
de la Cruz who was standing in the cen-
ter of the city proclaiming that he had the 

most beautiful heart in the whole area. A 
large crowd gathered around and they all 
admired his heart because it was perfect. 
There was not a single mark or a flaw on 
it. yes, they all agreed it truly was the most 
beautiful heart they had ever seen in their 
lives. Juan de la Cruz was very proud and 
boasted even more loudly about the most 
beautiful heart.

All of a sudden, a middle-aged man 
named Roger appeared in front of the 
crowd and said:

“Young man, your heart is not nearly as 
beautiful as mine.”

The crowd and the young man looked 
at Roger’s heart. It was beating strongly, but 
it was full of scars, it had places where piec-
es had been removed and other pieces were 
put in, but they didn’t fit completely and 
there were several jagged edges. In fact, in 
some places there were deep gouges where 
few pieces were missing. The people stared.

“How can this man say his heart is 
more beautiful?”they thought.

Juan de la Cruz looked at Roger’s heart 
and saw its state and laughed loud. Then he 
said,

“You must be joking! Compare your 
heart with mine, mine is perfect and yours 
is a mess of scars and tears.”

Roger looked at him and peacefully 
said, “Yes, your heart is perfect in almost ev-
ery way, but I would never trade with you. 
You see, every scar in my heart represents 
a person to whom I have given my love – I 
always tear out a piece of my heart and give 
it to them, and often they give me a piece of 
their heart which fits into the empty place in 
my heart, but because the pieces aren’t ex-
act, I have some rough edges, which I cher-
ish, because they remind me of the love we 
shared. Sometimes I have given pieces of my 
heart away, and the other person hasn’t re-
turned a piece of his heart to me. These are 
the empty gouges – giving love is taking a 
chance… Although these gouges are painful, 
they stay open, reminding me of the love I 
have for these people. So now do you see 
what true beauty is?” asked Roger.

Juan de la Cruz stood silently with tears 
running down his cheeks. He walked up 
to Roger, reached into his perfect young 
and beautiful heart, and ripped a piece 

(A eulogy delivered by Engr. Dany Molina, Dean, CPU College 
of Engineering, during a vigil service at the wake of the late 1st 
Lt. Roger Flores)



December 2014 Issue 2014: THE YEAR IN REVIEW | 25June

out. He offered it to him with trembling 
hands. Roger took his offering, placed it in 
his heart and then took a piece from his 
scarred heart and placed it in the wound 
in the young man’s heart. It fit, but not per-
fectly, as there were some jagged edges.

Juan de la Cruz looked at his heart, not 

perfect anymore but more beautiful than 
ever, since love from Roger’s heart flowed 
into his.They embraced and walked away 
side by side.

1st Lt. Roger Flores gave not only a part 
of his heart but his whole life for all Juan 
de la Cruzes.

Tributes (from Central Philippine University Blog)

JM ALABE MEJORADA:
“Sa Force Reconnaissance Company 

akona assign, JM and we are stationed here 
in Sulu. God bless, Bro. halong man.”

“I will always remember the trust and 
confidence that you are giving to us. AFP 
needs that. Salamat, JM.”

I never knew that this would be the last 
words I would be hearing from you in our 
chat in FB pre, and even in those words I 
can always hear the idealism that you have 
carried since our college days sa engineer-
ing. Some might have scoffed at your ide-
alistic nature and you may have made a few 
enemies during our time but what always 
struck me most was how you lived up to 
your ideals and morals even if it meant 
standing against the crowd.

Centralian, former Koalisyon, PMAer, 
Ten Outstanding Students of the Philip-
pines awardee, studied in prestigious US 
military schools, Special Forces officer of 
Marines Force Recon, you had a bright fu-
ture ahead of you bro, and i always joked 
that someday not only you’d be a general, 
but a leader of the AFP and will lead the 
change that will rid the system of its per-
ceived corruption.

But now, the Abu Sayyaf has taken 
you away from all of us. I am still shocked 
because I wanted you to become a leader 
someday, one that will help change the sys-
tem and revolutionize our armed forces. 
I knew in our conversations that you are 
capable of doing that. But sadly, your time 
has come and though we do not know why, 
maybe God needs more soldiers up there.

Thank you gid for the sacrifice pre! Up 
to your dying breath you lived your ideals, 
that is sacrificing everything for our moth-
erland. you are a HERO in my book even 
then, more so now that you have become 
a martyr to the democracy we all enjoy 
now...

Kasubo gid… your potential was limit-
less pre. I am shocked gid even now. griev-
ing for the loss of one hero who could have 

been a great leader someday. Thank you 
gid for the ultimate sacrifice… Maybe it is 
so, that one either dies a hero, or lives long 
enough to become the villain. maybe that 
held true in your case, I do not know, but 
all I know is that your potential was lim-
itless.

SEMPER FI, Soldier! rest in peace, 
Lieutenant Roger Flores!!!

JOHN MARK GABAWA:
We will miss you brother. It’s hard to 

believe that you’re gone. Let me share a 
little something about you that I came to 
know last 2009 only:

Roger Flores was born a fighter. He was 
not as fortunate in terms of finances than 
most. He have to fight his way up in life 
to survive, get an Engineering Degree and 
find his way to PMA.

Upon Roger’s graduation not all of his 
batch mates knew that he was a PMA top-
notcher (including me). We met that same 
year and he never said anything about his 
achievement, typical Roger always hum-
ble and mysterious. We just had a simple 
chat of hi-hello-how-are-you, after that we 
parted ways.

Months after that, friends started 
talking about him as his life was featured 
in a TV if I’m not mistaken by WISH KO 
LANG (I’m not sure). It was a shocking 
revelation to most, yet he endured all the 
trials life can throw his way.

He never complained and fought fair 
and square. His dream was always to be-
come a soldier and fight for what he believe 
is right and his ideals. KUDOS brother! 
Not all can do what you have done and not 
all can endure what you endured! KUDOS!

God Bless your family brother. May 
God give them comfort and may He touch 
the hearts of the AFP higher ups to give 
what is due to you and your family. I think 
you don’t deserve that death but God has a 
plan and God has already called you home. 
Rest in peace, brother. God bless your fam-
ily.

TZIETEL GERALDINE ALQUISADA:
I met him when I was congressman 

and he was senator of CPU Republic. He 
encouraged me to apply for Ayala young 
Leaders as he had been part of it. Every 
time we meet he never failed to encourage 
me to excel in extra-curricular activities.

Kasubo man nga sa kataas sang han-
dum kag sa katadlong sang dalan nadula 
kana. Rest assured you have left a good ex-
ample for us.

your body may have died but your ide-
als live in our hearts!

CHRISTINE CAYABYAB:
Gone too soon…
It’s very strange how someone with so 

much potential … So much deserving to 
reach his dreams is taken away from this 
cruel world.

May God envelope his family in His 
comforting embrace, let them know that 
Roger is with Him… because he was a 
faithful Christian.

I could only claim to be his personal 
acquaintance, he calls me Manang… We 
only spoke a few times but in those con-
versations I know how mature he was.

He wants to be better, without com-
promising what is right. Integrity despite 
challenging circumstances; Dignity despite 
being less privileged; and Humble despite 
his accomplishments.

Rest in Peace. •
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ISL: A Program beyond Our 
Expectations
By Hope S. Antone,	Ed.D. 
Program Officer for Southeast Asia, United Board for Christian Higher Education in Asia

Introduction
After super typhoon Haiyan (yolanda) 

hit the Philippines on November 8, 2013, 
the United Board received many inqui-
ries from alumni-donors asking how they 
could help.Since the United Board does 
not do relief work, we decided to do some-
thing within the scope of our work – i.e. 
organize an International Service-Learn-
ing program in Central Philippines. The 
theme, “Learning from yolanda: Disaster 
Response, Community Resilience and the 
Role of Asian Universities” reflects the 
goals of the program: (1) To convene ac-
ademics in the Philippines and elsewhere 
in Asia to examine the aftermath of recent 
natural catastrophes and understand how 
universities can prepare for such calami-
ties; and (2) To provide opportunities for 
the United Board network to express soli-
darity through practical assistance/service 
to the affected communities, and to learn 
from the experience.

Following theDecember announce-
ment by Dr. Glenn Shive, Vice President 
for Programs, the first response we got was 
“yes, but No…” from three universities in 
Hong Kong due to the “black travel warn-
ing to the Philippines” at the time.

As the deadline got closer, we received 
many registration forms online. Even a 
school who registered after the deadline 
begged to be considered. Thus, weended 
up with 203 on our final list. With addi-

tional conference-only participants, we 
hada total of 220. They came from 16 uni-
versities in Asia (China, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, Macau, India, Indonesia, Korea 
and Myanmar), and 8 universities from 
the Philippines. Of the total number who 
joined the conference and service in the 
communities (186), at least 50 were faculty 
or staff persons of colleges and universities.

Since the United Board generally works 
with faculty and administrators, we of-
fered a return ticket to one faculty per-
son per institution from Asia who would 
accompany 4 or more students. We did 
not expect many students. But many stu-
dents came,and many of them paid for 
their own tickets. They came from various 
disciplines: social work, political science, 
public administration, business/account-
ing, politics & international relations, 
public health, nursing, sociology, zoology, 
biotechnology, commerce/business, com-
puter science, engineering, literature and 
languages, communication, psychology, 
translation & interpretation, physical edu-
cation, theology/divinity, hospitality man-
agement, physical therapy, marine biology, 
information technology, medical technol-
ogy, clothing design, architecture, law. Un-
dergraduate students formed a majority of 
the participants, with a few post-graduate 
students.

The Conference
The ISL program began with a 3-day 

conference – which was opened with a 
short worship and then with welcome 
messages by CPU President Dr. Teodoro 
Robles and Dr. Glenn Shive. Presenta-
tions followed, on various aspects of the 
theme.Mark Pixley, Managing Director 
of Leadership Inc. based in Shenzhen, 
China, presented a “facilitative crisis and 
disaster intervention framework to build 
resilient communities” and the“tools for 
S-L in post-disaster sites”. Five panel-
ists spoke on the impacts of yolanda and 
the responses from various perspectives, 
highlighting their struggles and lessons 
learned: “Ecological Impacts” by scientist 
Dr. Jurgenne Primavera; “Community and 
Society Impact” by Mark Lawrence Cruz 
of Gawad Kalinga-Ateneo; “Responses 
by Government Organizations” by Jerry 
Bionat of the Iloilo Provincial Govern-
ment; “Responses by Aid Agencies and 

(Excerpts from the Program Report on the 
International Service-Learning Program 
Panay and Negros Islands, Philippines, 28 
June-11 July 2014)
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International NGOs” by Mr. Rex Alam-
ban of the International Organization for 
Migration; and “Responses by Churches” 
by Edwin Arana of the Christ Centered 
Fellowship.

United Board Trustee Fr. Ben Nebres 
shared how Ateneo de Manila University’s 
response, following the two-month rains 
in 1972, through relief mobilization led to 
the formation of the Office of Social Con-
cern and Involvement. A sharing of Best 
Practices in Disaster Response was made 
by Dr. Paulus Bawole (Indonesia),Mr. Wei 
Wei (China) and Engr. Dexter Lo (Philip-
pines). Dr. Brian Hall gave an input on psy-
cho-social responses while a panel of S-L 
practitioners shared about assessing the 
S-L experience.

Dr. Ben S. Malayang III, President of 
Silliman University, gave the public lecture 
on “Natural Disasters, Climate Change, 
Public Policy and the Role of Universities” 
– in which he highlighted when calamities, 
that are by themselves deadly and destruc-
tive, become tragically disasters due to hu-
man failures to be at peace with nature and 
with each other. He shared that in the case 
of yolanda, the Filipinos failed to: look at 
topographic maps – to check the low and 
high grounds relative to predicted rains, 
winds and storm surges; anticipate the lo-
gistical nightmare of moving relief goods 
and supplies across islands with limited 
ports, roads and airports; keep our forests 
and mangroves intact, which would have 
been good “bio-shields” – windbreaks and 
flood mitigating vegetation; rise above leg-
acy politics that put personalities over res-
cue and relief; have ready housing and in-
stitutional rehabilitation packages to help 

people rebuild and recover.
Malayang highlighted the following 

lessons from yolanda:
1. Science has powerful potential to mit-

igate disasters – e.g. atmospheric and 
climate sciences, geosciences, social 
sciences – hence, the need to strength-
en these offerings in the university;

2. Evidence- and science-based policy 
and planning are critical elements to 
diminishing the “tragic disastrousness” 
of calamities;

3. Politics must serve relief and rehabilita-
tion, not the other way around;

4. Peace with people and nature – and a 
good respect for them – are a power-
ful buffer against calamities becoming 
tragic disasters; and

5. Responses must be systemic, multifac-

eted, pre-emptive, pre-packaged and 
always prepared.
In addition, Malayang said there is a 

need to build appreciation among the peo-
ple that the Philippines, while beautiful 
and hopeful, is among the world’s most 
“hazardous” environments. Created by 
extensive tectonic activities, it lays smack 
center in a region of many conflicts, with 
many typhoons, highly vulnerable to cli-
mate change-driven hydrologic and mete-
orological risks such as rising temperatures 
and rising sea levels. And thus, we must 
understand the complexities of our calam-
ities, including how we might be magnifying 
their deadliness and destructiveness.

The conference included participatory 
activities through the site team meetings – 
where service-learners were divided into 
12 teams to get to know their team mem-
bers, do some interview and reflection ex-
ercises, learn the needs assessment of com-
munity sites, share plans and set their goals 
for their work with the communities. The 
sense of community, or team spirit, was 
clearly building up during these site team 
meetings which proved useful when they 
all went to their sites.

The conference provided the ser-
vice-learners with a lot of inputs on di-
saster response and the challenging role 
of Asian universities in building disaster 
preparedness – knowing that many coun-
tries in Asia are prone to natural calamities 
and disasters. It also equipped them with 
useful tools for the service-learning in the 
communities.
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Learning to Serve, Serving to Learn 
… with the Communities

It was with mixed feelings that the 12 
groups/teams of service-learners left the 
comfortable CPU campus and their hotels 
in order to be immersed in the yolanda-af-
fected communities of Northern Iloilo 

and Roxas City in Panay Island, and Sagay 
in Negros Island. Eight teams in Northern 
Iloilo were hosted by Central Philippine 
University (CPU); two teams in Roxas 
City were hosted by Filamer Christian 
University (FCU) and the College of St. 
John-Roxas (CSJ-R) respectively; and two 

teams were hosted by Silliman University 
(SU) and University of St. La Salle (USLS), 
respectively, in Sagay.

At first, we identified CPU, SU and 
USLS as the host teams – since these 
three universities have been involved in 
the United Board supported Service- 
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Learning programs. And since FCU and 
CSJ-R were both hit by yolanda, we were 
initially planning to include them as the 
S-L sites, rather than as hosts. But as the 
three institutions reached out to FCU and 
CSJ-R during the groundwork, it became 
apparent that they were also going to be 
hosts. And that was because, even though 
they were hit by yolanda, they too reached 
out to their surrounding communities and 
offered them service and relief. Our host 
team of 3 institutions then carried out a se-
ries of Service-Learning workshops for and 
with the faculty of FCU and CSJ-R. Here is 
another reason why the ISL is a program 
that has gone beyond our expectations.

The service-learning practitioners and/
or advocates of these five universities did a 
very good job over the past months in do-
ing the much needed groundwork prepara-
tion. This included preparing the commu-
nitiesnot only to host these service-learn-
ers in their simplicity and poverty, but also 
to not expect too much from them as they 
were coming to “learn to serve as well as 
serve to learn.” It also included liaising and 
working with the local government units 
(LGUs) and the non-government organi-
zations (NGOs) that are already working 
in the sites. Working with such groups in-
deed is a proof that education is truly the 
work of the whole community.

Service rendered included the follow-
ing (with the teams grouped together by 
sites):

Concepcion and Tambaliza, Iloilo (3 
teams): day care services including feed-
ing, eco-farm restoration, youth activities, 
training in solar panel maintenance, house 
buildassistanceand church painting; alter-
native classes on gender and development, 
family planning.
1. Estancia, Iloilo (3 teams): livelihood 

training, house rebuild assistance, psy-
cho-social assistance, informal classes 
and public health and sanitation and 
environmental education.

2. San Dionisio, Iloilo (2 teams): coastal 
resource management, environmental 
cleanup, health and nutrition educa-
tion.

3. Roxas City, Capiz (2 teams): psycho-so-
cial intervention and educational ac-
tivities; house repairs, basic livelihood 
training, medical services/consulta-
tion; health and sanitation education; 
literacy and non-formal education, 
especially for mothers; youth-focused 
activities.

4. Sagay, Negros(2 teams): rebuild/repair 
of homes, classrooms and mangrove 
park; mangrove and coral reef assess-
ment; grade school-based literacy ac-
tivities; mothers’ classes on housekeep-
ing and livelihood activities, public 
health, sanitation and nutrition; public 
education on environment, marine and 
coastal resource management, psycho-
social intervention, environmental law, 
and disaster risk and reduction man-
agement.
The following are some photos of the 

teams doing various types of service in dif-
ferent sites:

What the ISL has meant to Students 
and Teachers and United Board

The buddy system enabled each Asian 
service-learner to learn closely with a Fili-
pino buddy, who helped them adjust to the 
community and culture, and who served 
as language and cultural translator/inter-
preter.

Homestay gave them an opportunity 
to immerse in the life of the people – to 
share in what they do and what they have, 
even as they received the hospitality of the 
community. Many service-learners shared 
tearful farewell with their host families on 
the last day. Some have continued to be in 
touch. Some have even planned to return...

Lessons on resilience were derived from 
interaction with and immersion in the life 
of the communities. Indeed, the more or-
ganized and connected the communities 
are, the more resilient they become.

Service-Learning is an opportunity to 
learn life-skills – beyond the usual academ-
ic stuff of schooling. Through the regular 
journaling and reflections, service-learners 
learned to process and share their experi-
ence which focused on their learnings in 
terms of knowledge, skills and attitudes. It 
is Whole Person Education!

International Service-Learning pro-
vides more opportunities for inter-cultural 
or cross-cultural exchange, inter-institu-
tional cooperation, international network-
ing.

For the United Board, this ISL has been 
a unique venue to experience and live Ser-
vice-Learning. It goes beyond discussing 
it or sharing case studies through con-
ferences, seminars or workshops on Ser-
vice-Learning.

For the Suyac team in Sagay, the 
BUDyONG (Helmet Shell) is a reminder 
for them to protect the Ocean and Na-
ture… a symbol of their being messengers 
of peace, goodwill and harmony.  •
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Bingawan cpu day celebration
June 19, 2014

EXCEL  
Chorale

United 
we stand, 
divided we 
fall.

After the game. CPU softball team girls pose with the Bingawan softball team. CPU team won. Extreme left is Coach Ptr. Kim de la Cruz.

Mayor Matt Palabrica welcomes 
the guest and participants from 
CPU (above)



December 2014 Issue 2014: THE YEAR IN REVIEW | 31June

Bingawan Centralians renders a welcome song

CPUAAI Vice Pres. Dan Dorillo

Pres. Robles with Mayor Matt Palabrica

CPUAAI President Dr. Felice G. Molina with Bro. 
Iñigo Garingalao, ICAST Director

3’s Harmony

JuAnito m. AcAnto, Ph.D.
April 5, 1937, Badiangan, Iloilo
Trustee, Central Philippine university 

• Private Practitioner of Law since 
1962

• President, Central Philipine Uni-
versity 1997-2008

• Provincial Board Member of Iloilo 
(Elected 4 times), 1980-1998

• Past Master, Lopez Jaena Lodge 
194, Free and Accepted Masons of 
the Philippines (1997 and 2000)

• Member, Rotary Club of Iloilo
• Associate in Arts, 1957 (CPU)
• Bachelor of Laws, 1961 (CPU)

• Master 
in Public 
Manage-
ment, 
University of the Philippines 
Visayas, 1990

• Ph. D. In Public Administration, 
The International University 
(Missourri, USA), 1998

• Dean, College of Law, CPU (1994-
1997)

• President, Iloilo Mission Hospital 

(1994-2007)
• President, yMCA of Iloilo (1992-
1997) (Life Member)

• President, Association of Christian 
Schools, Colleges & Universities 
(ACSCU), 2003-2004

• Chairman, (COCOPEA Inc.) – 
Coordinating Council of Private 
Education Association, 2003-2005

• Chairman, Graciano Lopez Jaena 
Foundation, 2003-2006

• Married to former Ruth Bayona, 
CPUCN 1964 and had three (3) 
children, all graduates of CPU 
from kindergarten, elementary, 
high school and college

AttY. ZAcAriAs D.  
BeDonA, Jr. 
July 29, 1954, Katipunan, Tapaz, Capiz
Trustee, Central Philippine university 

• Lawyer
• Senior Partner, Bedona, Bedona, 

Cabado & Endonila Law Offices, 
Bankers Village VI, Dungon B, 
Jaro, Iloilo City, Philippines

• Master of Management, major in 
Public Management, University 
of the Philippines in the Visayas, 
Iloilo City, 1997

• Bachelor of Laws, Central Philip-
pine University, Iloilo City, 1979

• Bachelor of Arts, major in Political 
Science, Central Philippine Uni-
versity, Iloilo City,1975

• Advanced Course (Military Sci-
ence), Central Philippine Univer-
sity ROTC Unit, Iloilo City, 1975

• Dean, CPU College of Law - 
1999-present:

• Chairman, Management Com-
mittee, Filamer Christian College 
Roxas City 1991-1993

• Trustee and Vice President for 
Visayas (former Vice Chairman 

and Chair-
man) of 
Philippine 
Association of Law Schools, Inc. 
(PALS), Manila

• Trustee of Iloilo Mission Hospital, 
Inc. (IMH), Iloilo City;

• Trustee (former Chairman for sev-
eral terms) of Filamer Christian 
Institute/College), now Filamer 
Christian University, Inc. (FCU), 
Roxas City;

• Trustee, (former Vice Chairman 
and Chairman) of Community 
Christian Church, Inc. (CCC), 
Iloilo City;

• Former Trustee and Chairman, 
Katin-aran Center Foundation, 
Inc. Iloilo City

• Former Chairman, Human Rights 
Committee, National Council 
of Churches in the Philippines 
(NCCP), Manila;

• Former Chairman, NCCP Interna-

tional Affairs Committee, Manila;
• Former Trustee, Convention of 
Philippine Baptist Churches, Inc. 
(CPBC), Iloilo City;

• Former Trustee, Iloilo Kasapu-
lanan of Baptist Churches, Inc. 
(IKBC), Iloilo City

• Most Outstanding Alumnus, 
Filamer Christian College, Roxas 
City, 1985;

• Distinguished Alumnus Award, 
Filamer Christian College, Roxas 
City, August 28, 2004;

• Outstanding Alumnus, College of 
Arts and Sciences, Central Philip-
pine University, Iloilo City, 2005;

• Married to the late former Mercy 
Joveryanson(+), RN (CPUCN) 
and had two (2) children: Mezach 
yanson Bedona, BS Commerce 
(Entrepreneurship), Bachelor of 
Laws (CPU), married to yllen 
Grace Lago, with a child, MyG 
Gabriel, and:Mitzi Gay yansonBe-
dona-Dignadice, BSBA (Mar-
keting), UPV, married to Dennis 
Dignadice, M.D.

• Email Address: zdb72954@yahoo.
com

cArL DeLA PeÑA
February 17, 1953, Kabankalan City
Trustee, Central Philippine university

• Managing Director & Chief Op-
erating Officer, CIP Electro-Aire 
Systems Inc., 2003-Present

• Sales Engineer, Sales Manager, 
Export Manager, Division Manag-
er, Koppel Inc., 1981-2003

• BSME, CPU, Iloilo City, (Work 
Student for 2 years), 1969-1975

• MBA (Academic Require-
ments), Ateneo De Manila Profes-
sional Schools, Makati, 1981-1983

• Business Unit Program, ABB, 
Baden, Switzerland, 1999-2000

• Member, CPU Board of Trustees, 
2001-2010, 2011-present

• CPU 
Corporate 
Treasurer, 
2014-Present

• Vice Chairman, CPU Board of 
Trustees, 2003-2004

• Chairman, CPU Retirement 
Board, 2003-2012

• Member, Board of Trustees, 
Convention of Philippine Baptist 
Churches (CPBC), 2003-2009, 
2013-present

• Member, Execom, CPBC, 
2013-Present

• Chairman, Finance Committee, 

CPBC, 2014-Present
• Member, CPUAAI Board, Present
• President, Luzon Convention 

Baptist Fellowship, Present
• President (National), CPBC 

Pastors Kids - Professional (PKs), 
Present

• President, FBC Foundation, 
Present

• Member, Faith Baptist Church, 
Quezon City, 1975-Preent

• Married to fellow Centralian and 
PK, the former Ivanna Guillergan 
(1st Vice President and Head of 
Regulatory Management Office, 
MERALCO) with whom he had 3 
children - Christine Anne, Andre 
Paul and Carlo Paolo.

• carl_delapena@yahoo.com

K n o w  Yo u r  B o t *

*More members of the BOT will be featured on the upcoming issues.
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2014 hits highest enrolment record
Law, Medicine & HS topbreakers; CBA, Eng’g & Nursing top contributors
By Jason Pagunsan

Based on official records, first semester Sy 2014-2015 posted the highest enrolment 
so far, since second semester Sy 1997. The official record pegged the enrolment at 
13,606 breaking the 10-year record hold of 1st sem Sy 2003 at 13,506 with anin-

crease of 100 enrollees or .74%. The same is true with the college enrolment pegging the 
enrolement at 11,211 breaking the 10 year record hold of 1st sem sy 2003 at 11,052 with 
an increase of 159 enrollees or 1.44%.

It is also worthwhile to note that the 
College of Arts& Sciences posted its high-
est enrolment last year 1st Sem Sy2013 at 
1,567 enrollees breaking the 12-year record 
hold of 1st Sem Sy 2001 at 1,378 enrollees, 
an increase of 189 enrollees or 13.7%.

Sy 2014 is also the year of the Colleges 
of Law and Medicine and the High School 
Department which broke their highest re-
cords of last year.

The College of Law posted its highest 
enrolment this 1st Sem Sy 2014 at 190 en-
rollees breaking its last years highest record 
of 188, an increase of 2 enrollees or 1.1%. It 
is worthwhile to note that this 1st Sem Sy 
2013 record broke the 14-year record hold 
of 1st Sem Sy 1999 at 184, an increase of 4 
enrollees or 2.2%.

The High School Department posted 
its highest enrolment this 1st Sem Sy 2014 
at 1,469 enrollees breaking its last year’s 
highest record of 1,460, an increase of 9 
enrollees or .6%. And, like the College of 

Law, it also broke the 14-year record hold 
of 1st Sem Sy 1999 at 1,362, an increase of 
98 enrollees or 7.2%.

The College of Medicine has been 
consistently grown since Sy 2009. From 
its humble beginnings in 1st Sem Sy2003 
of 51 enrollees, it has now grown into a 
351-strong department, an increase of 
300 enrollees or 588%. From 51 in 2003, 
it jumped to 91 the next year, 113 the next 
year, and 134 the year after it. It took a 
slight dip in Sy 2007 at 123 and slid down 
to 103 in Sy 2008 but took a leap in Sy 
2009 at 199. Since then, the number went 
nowhere but up. 229 in 2010, 261 in 2011, 
300 in 2012 and 334 in 2013. And in Sy 
2014, 351, the highest, so far -- an increase 
of 17 enrollees or 5.1% from 2013’s 334.

The College of Business and Accoun-
tancy (CBA) tops the number of enrollees 
this year at 2,920. The College of Engineer-
ing ranks second at 1,599. The College of 
Nursing tags behind at 1,526.

It is worthwhile to note that CBA has 
been consistently the top grosser since 
1997 (my record is only from this date) 
except from 2003-2010 (U.S. recession) 
when the Nursing enrolment was in boom, 
in which case, it ranked only second. But, 
starting 2011 till the present, it regained 
its #1 rank. It can be observed that during 
recession of nurse hiring in the U.S., en-
rolment in Nursing plummets down while 
that of CBA takes off to take the highest 
spot.

“The trend of increase in our enrolment 
is encouraging to the faculty and staff of the 
college as we strive to continue to produce 
graduates who will best meet the health 
needs of our people. It is our aim that our 
students will leave the halls of Central as 
magagaling at mabubuting mga doktor,”-
says Dr. Henry Gonzales, Acting-Dean, 
CPU College of Medicine.

High School Principal Janet Jalbuena 
attributed CPU’s reputation -- HS alumni 
testimonies and who wanted their children 
to taste and see the centralian experience; 
very accommodating office staff; updated 
facilities;great exposure and training of the 
students, and the very competent faculty 
members -- to the increase in enrolment. 
Truly, your reputation precedes you.  •

Prof. Romarate was a UBCHEA fellow 
at Augustana College, Illinois and Interna-
tional Christian University, Tokyo in 2003-
04.

“Funding for this writeshop came from 
the UBCHEA through the project of Dr. 
Irving Domingo Rio, Director, Human 
Resource Development Office. Since sev-
eral other projects approved by UBCHEA 
included the creation of learning mod-
ules, there has been a need to conduct 
this writeshop,” explained Engr. Dimpna 
Castigador, Director of the CPU Institu-
tional Advancement Office, during the 
Writeshop opening program.

CPU President Teodoro Robles,Ph.D., 
in his welcome remarks,also underscored 
the importance of the module writeshop 
in relation to the online courses that will 

soon be offered for certain masteral and 
doctoral degree programs which will use 
the blended learning approach. This type 
will combine face-to-face and virtual class-
rooms in facilitating learning.

Aimed at equipping participants with 
writing skills needed in the creation of 
modules that will effectively engage stu-
dents to learn independently, it featured 
seven writeshop sessions which were facilitated 
by Prof. Esther Rose Romarate ( Basic Parts of 
the Learning Module and Presenting Lesson 
Inputs), Prof. Sharlene Gotico (Writing Learn-
ing Outcomes), Dr. Anita Illenberger (Docu-
menting Resources), Prof. Janet Jaco (Assess-
ing Learning), Prof. Annalee Cocjin (Writing 
Questions and Instructions), and Prof. Anna 
May yap-zerrudo (Refining the Learning Mod-
ule), Engr. Dimpna Castigador, Ad Hoc Mod-
ules Committee chair, served as seminar coor-
dinator and was assisted by Mrs. Jazel Juntoria, 
secretary of the Office of Institutional Advance-
ment.

Completing the writeshop with module 
drafts are 27 participants, namely Dr. Irving 
Rio (Social Sciences), Dr. Dahlia Pescos (Sta-
tistics), Dr. Joel Ciriaco and Prof. Janet Jaco 
(Education), Dr. Melda Estember, Ms. Cathy 
Villanueva, Ms. Cynthia Peleña, Dr. Rysa 
Alenzuela (MA Library Science), Prof. Donie 
Jardeleza, Prof. Antonio Montañoand Prof. 
Peter Cambronero(Computer Studies), Engr. 
yeseil Sacramento (Electronics Communica-
tions Engineering), Prof. Eden Gomez, Prof. 
Darlin Subere and Prof. Nenita Mino (MA Fil-
ipino), Prof. Feby Demos (Physical Education), 
Engr. Dimpna Castigador (Packaging Engi-
neering), Prof. Annalee Cocjin, Prof. Sharlene 
Gotico, Prof. Esther Rose Romarate and Prof. 
Anna May yap-zerrudo (MA English Pro-
gram), Prof. Ely Lazaro and Prof. John Vincent 
Manalo(Hospitality Management), Prof. Myl-
ene Calibjo (Statistics), Prof. Rosalene Madero 
(Business Management) and Prof. Liezl Bretana 
and Prof. Joelah Rio ( Nursing).

A follow-up seminar will be conducted 
within July 2014. •

Writeshop... ◀ 23
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2015-16 CPUFOAAI Leadership – R-L: Flora Grace Cudiamat (Second VP- US), May Celiz Rogers (BOD-At-Large) CPUFOAAI 2015-16 President Larry Lebiga, CPU 
President Dr. Ted Robles, Josie Dayao (First VP), Tess S. Duenas (Secretary), Leonora Simon (VP, Region 7), Vivian Endriga (BOD At-Large, Evelyn Turalba (Treasurer), 
Yolanda Jain (VP–Region 3), and CPUAA, Inc. President Dr. Felice Garingalao Molina.

2 Doctors – Dr. Carla Romarate-Knipel 
and CPU Vice Pres. for Finance and 
Administration Dr. Florence Bogacia

At the Gala night, Fred Jain and Yolanda P. Jain at Walt Disney 
World Swan and Dolphin. With Hon. Dr. Ferjenel Gonzales Biron, a 
CPU Alumnus as the guest speaker for the Gala Night of the 2014 
CPU Global Reunion! July 27, 2014

Carla Romarate-Knipel gave the message for the Sunday 
Worship Service. Photo by Al Leonares

Ferj reunites with HS ’81 classmates Ozelle Gallo-Pinlac, Inday 
Plotria and Flora Garce Amolar (Photo by Ozelle Gallo Pinlac)

8th CPU Alumni  
Global Reunion
“Soaring High to Make 

a Difference”
Swan Hotel, Orlando, Florida, uSA

July 24-27, 2014
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A Hermeneutics of  
the Kingdom of God
In the context of armed conflict in Mindanao
Jerson B. Narciso [jersonarciso@yahoo.com] Faculty, College of Theology

I. Introduction
In the last two years or so, I have been 

a little bit uncomfortable with the way I 
am being addressed or introduced in oc-
casions like this. People here at CPU es-
pecially my friends and colleagues used to 
call me “Chap” instead of “Doc.” Honestly, 
if I have a choice I would want you to call 
me “Chap” even if I am no longer serving 
as chaplain of this university because to me 
it brings some sense of fondness, friend-
ship and intimacy that I have enjoyed with 
many of you here at CPU and in our min-
isterial associations for many years now. I 
find this very significant because there was 
a time when I used to think that Dr. Gena-
ro Diesto Jr. and Totik Diesto were two dif-
ferent personalities. During my seminary 
days as a student, pirmi ko gid mabatian 
ang ngalan nga Totik Diesto pero never ko 
gid nabatian nga gin associate sia sa ngalan 
nga Dr. Genaro Diesto Jr. It was only later 
when I came to realize nga si Totik kag si 
Dr. Genaro Diesto Jr. isa lang ka persona.

My first encounter with Totik Diesto 
was in Pasadena, California. That was in 
2002 when I had a chance to attend the 
Haggai Leadership Institute in Hawaii and 
after which I was invited to preach at Water 
Park Baptist Church in Los Angeles Cali-
fornia, USA. Now I was really impressed 
with this man because although that 
was the first time that we met in person, 
he treated me like a very close friend as 
though we have already known each other 
for a long time. Gindala nya ako sa ila balay 
kag ginhatagan sang mga libro, ginpakaon 
sa manamit nga mexican resto, kag gindala 
nya ako sa isa ka mall kag ginbaklan nya 
ako sang mga t-shirts kag mga souvenir 
items kay hambal nya mayo na magpau-
li ka may itunghol man ikaw sa imo mga 
friends. Never in my wildest dreams did I 
ever thought that someday I would be fol-
lowing his footsteps and pursue a similar 
course of interest in inter-religious and in-
ter-cultural studies. I would like to thank 
our dean and the members of the commit-

tee in charge of this activity for giving me 
this rare opportunity to deliver a lecture 
on the topic, “A Hermeneutics of the King-
dom of God in the Context of Armed Con-
flict in Mindanao” in honor, and memory 
of a man whose passion for justice, peace 
and freedom has inspired many of us.

This study attempts to come up with 
a contextual theological understanding 
of the biblical concepts of the Kingdom 
of God in the light of the armed conflict 
in Mindanao. It seeks to understand the 
roots and causes of conflict in Mindan-
ao (hermeneutical situation), into which 
the meaning of the biblical message of a 
peaceable kingdom is interpreted and un-
derstood in a meaningful manner. Taking 
into account the current socio-political, 
economic and cultural realities that con-
tribute to the on-going armed conflict in 
Mindanao, this study raises the issue of 
how the kingdom of God which embod-
ies God’s love, peace, liberation and justice 
should be understood and concretized in 
a way that it could inform and influence 
the different religious groups and organi-
zations involved in the Mindanao peace 
process.

This attempt for contextualization is 
based on the principle that theological 
formulation in the context of conflict in 
Mindanao, can only be meaningful and 
intelligible if it reflects critically on the 
lived- experiences that is shared by dif-
ferent Muslim and Christian communi-
ties in Mindanao, especially the poor and 
marginalized masses in their search for 
well-being and self-determination.I think 
that is what hermeneutics is all about. It is 
defined as, “The science of reflecting on 
how a text or an event in the past time 
and culture may be understood and be-
come existentially meaningful in our 
present situation.”(Carl Braaten, 1966, 
131) In that sense, the term, hermeneu-
tics covers both the theory and practice 
of biblical interpretation.

II. The Hermeneutical Context: A 
Brief Historical Sketch and Critical 
Analysis of the Roots and Causes of 
Armed Conflict in Mindanao

The armed conflict in southern Phil-
ippines has continued for more than four 
centuries and is considered one of the 
world’s “longest” and “bloodiest” run-
ning armed conflicts. It is also known as 
the “largest and most persistent armed 
conflict in southeast Asia.” The con-
flict has affected not only the people in 
Mindanao but also the entire Philippine 
society. It resulted in the destruction of 
properties and livelihood, displacement 
of thousands of families, deaths of thou-
sands of combatants from both sides, 
and innocent civilians including women 
and children killed in the crossfire. It also 
contributes significantly to the political 
and economic instability of the country.

The roots of the conflict in Mindanao 
can be summarized in four key elements 
(without prejudice to other elements that 
might have also contributed to the prob-
lem) namely: 1) Historical systematic 
domination; 2) Political domination and 
inferiorization 3) Economic marginal-
ization and destitution; and; 4) Threat-
ened Moro and Islamic identity

The conflict has a long historical root 
that goes back to the Spanish and Amer-
ican colonial rules and the Muslims’ con-
tinuing struggle for autonomy and self-de-
termination in Mindanao. The struggle for 
self- determination of the Moro people 
has its origin in their aspiration for free-
dom and independence from Spanish and 
American rules and is fed by the perceived 
failure of the state to address their continu-
ing experiences of impoverishment, social 
and cultural discrimination, and political 
injustice. The widespread and persistent 
government military offensives in Mind-
anao supported by American troops in the 
name of “war on terror” gives rise to more 
violence and armed conflict.

Since the outbreak of war between the 
government troops and the Moro Nation-
al Liberation Front (MNLF) in the ear-

(Lecture delivered by Rev. Dr. Jerson Narciso at the 
annual Dr. Genaro “Totik” Diesto Memorial Lecture 
at the Chapel of the Celis-Ancheta-Pagsuberon-Cruz 
Hall, 30 July 2014.)
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ly 1970’s the Philippine government has 
maintained its strong militaristic and in-
tegrationist approach in resolving the con-
flict. The peace process has always been 
derailed by charges and countercharges of 
ceasefire violations that result in the usu-
al collapse of peace agreements between 
the Philippine government and Muslim 
liberationist groups, and in the change of 
 government’s policy from negotiation to 
total war against the Moro National Lib-
eration Front (MNLF), Moro Islamic Lib-
eration Front (MILF), and the Abu Sayyaf 
Group (ASG).

Muslim combatants and paramilitary 
groups such as the MNLF, MILF and the 
Abu Sayyaf Groups (ASG) also continue 
with their militant activities against the 
government. Capitalizing on the frustra-
tions of Muslims brought about by their 
continuing marginalization, militant Mus-
lims have adopted a more aggressive and 
radical stand against government poli-
cies and actions. The government is also 
viewed by Muslim militants as a threat 
to the Muslims’ struggles and aspirations 
for independence and self-determination. 
They believe that their rights and existence 
are being denied by the government; that 
they have no control over their destiny, 
and they can be destroyed any time. With 
that, they are likely to escalate radicalism 
as they struggle to protect themselves and 
to pursue their rights in aggressive ways.

III. Biblical Concepts of the Kingdom 
of God (Old and New Testament 
Concepts)

The theme, “kingdom of God”, is central 
to the Biblical message. Biblical scholars 
are in agreement that the term is pregnant 
with meanings and there are varied ways 
of interpreting the concept based on some 
very specific contexts. For the purposes of 
this study, three aspects of the interpreta-
tion of the biblical concept of the Kingdom 
of God are being emphasized.

1. Theo-political
First, the kingdom of God is conceived 

in the Bible as a Theo-political reality. The 
kingdom describes the very nature of 
God as King (melek) and Ruler over His 
people. While the specific term ‘kingdom 
of God’ is “virtually absent from the Old 
Testament, this does not negate the fact 
that the notion of the kingship and reign 
of God is present all throughout the Old 

Testament as expressed repeatedly in the 
phrase, “the Lord reigns.” In fact, God’s 
kingship is a dominant and recurring 
theme in the Hebrew Scriptures. Thus, the 
basic concepts behind the metaphor “king-
dom of God” are undoubtedly present in 
the Old Testament.

In the New Testament usage, “king-
dom” is the usual translation of the 
Greek basileia, signifying the king’s be-
ing, nature and state. Like the melek in the 
Old Testament, one could find the close af-
finity of king and kingship in the meaning 
associated with kingdom. A separate par-
tition between this two interrelated terms 
if not impossible will definitely destroy the 
essential meaning of each word. The king-
dom is the expression of the King’s dig-
nity and power in the territory he rules. 
In modern Greek, kingship”, “royal do-

minion,” or “reign,” is present in basileia. 
What the Old Testament canons have (He-
brew and Aramaic originals and the LXX, 
including the rabbinic writings) like the 
kings’ dignity and power predominating 
in melek is also true in the New Testament.

Israel’s nomadic times as tribes and how 
God accompanied them in their struggles, 
later with their Exodus from Egypt and the 
Mt. Sinai event molded her concepts about 
God as Ruler and King. This shows the 
close affinity between the concept of God’s 
kingship and the experience of God in Is-
rael’s history which is very critical to the 
Hebrew understanding of God’s character. 

Israel’s series of experiences of yahweh’s 
intervention from times past up to the 
revelation of God’s name through Moses 
have contributed a lot in their particular 
comprehension of yahweh as King later 
on. yahweh’s revelation of His name as the 
Great “I AM” was understood in His Being 
and His working, as a name that denotes 
action that brings about goodness and 
blessings to His people.

In the entire history and experience of 
Israel as a nation, God as the ruling King is 
affirmed as the ruling Lord, and an All-em-
bracing One. yahweh’s Sovereignty acted 
with power of which the Old Testament 
writers were amazed, leads them to portray 
Him as the hope and comfort of the weak 
and marginalized. God is described as the 
One who has passion for justice and for 
the liberation of those in bondage, and this 

image is reflected in the Exodus accounts 
and the rest of the Pentateuchal and pro-
phetic witnesses to the event.

In many instances, God as King is 
portrayed as one who cares for the hum-
bled poor and the oppressed (anawim). 
The anawim is set against the wicked (re-
shaim), the oppressors who possess wealth 
and power and all those who take advan-
tage of the vulnerability of the poor. The 
appellation “King” was applied to yahweh 
on the basis of the saving events that Israel 
experienced and attributed to yahweh. The 
notion came to see yahweh as the one who 
had dominion or lordship over it and 
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its history. This concept of yahweh’s do-
minion over Israel was later on expanded 
to cover all peoples and nations.

2. The Kingdom as God’s salvific and 
Liberative Act in Human History

The Exodus event is one striking and 
central historical event in the life of Isra-
el which shows God’s liberating activity in 
the world and His special concern for the 
poor and the oppressed. The sufferings and 
oppression that the Israelites had suffered 
in the land of Egypt is described in the ear-
ly chapters of the book of Exodus: repres-
sion; humiliations; slavery; forced labor 
and alienated work. Thus, exodus had to 
be remembered and re-enacted in the cult 
and tradition of Israel as the central theme 
of liberation and a powerful testimony of 
God’s liberating character. The exodus 
event is also regarded as “the heart” of the 
Old Testament story and is pivotal for the 
rest of the Old Testament history and the 
faith that it witnesses to.

God’s gratuitous liberating act in the life 
and experience of Israel was to be honored 
and remembered faithfully by commitment 
and acceptance of the requirements of the 
covenant initiated by God and accepted 
by Israel. This commitment concerns not 
only fidelity to the one true God, but also 
a commitment to social obligations that 
must be observed among the people of the 
covenant. These social obligations are regu-
lated in particular by what has been called 
the right of the poor. The gift of freedom 
from bondage in Egypt and the Promised 
Land, and the gift of covenant in Sinai and 
the Ten Commandments are therefore 
“intimately linked to the practices which 
must regulate, in justice and solidarity, the 
development of Israelite society.” In view 
of the fact that yahweh is a Liberator God, 
the Israelites were commanded to become 
guardians of justice and defenders of the 
weak and the oppressed.

To the Israelites, exodus was always an 
event that reminds them of yahweh’s gra-
cious liberating act in human history and 
gives them the assurance that the God who 
delivered them out of bondage in Egypt 
will always be a liberator and savior God 
who will save His people from all forms of 
oppression and enslavement. This living re-
minder is enshrined in the basic premise of 
the preamble of the Ten Commandments, 
“I am the Lord your God who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 

of bondage”, and in the Hebrew tradition of 
celebrating the Sabbatical and Jubilee year, 
which refer to favors done to the peasants, 
the poor, the slaves and the oppressed.

Scholars generally agree that the central 
theme in the life, ministry, and teaching of 
Jesus is the kingdom of God. His parables 
are frequently introduced “explicitly or im-
plicitly” as examples of the kingdom. The 
beatitudes include numerous references to 
the ethical requirements of the kingdom. 
The Lord’s Prayer welcomes the advent of 
the kingdom and Jesus’ answers to human 
questions are often couched in kingdom 
language. Debates on what exactly Je-
sus meant by the kingdom has continued 
down through centuries until the present. 
However, it appears clearly that Jesus’ vi-
sion of the kingdom echoes the vision of 
Isaiah. Centuries before Jesus, Isaiah was 
projecting his dream of a salvation to 
come. Quoting the prophet Isaiah in the 
gospel of Luke, Jesus summarizes his iden-
tity and mission in these words:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be-
cause he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to pro-
claim release to the captives, and recov-
ering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed, to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord.”

The mission of Jesus is to proclaim 
the Kingdom of God-the coming of final 
and definitive salvation. Like Isaiah, Jesus 
proclaims that the arrival of the kingdom 
is salvation and that the kingdom has the 
decisive connotation of liberation. This lib-
eration was demonstrated in the words and 
deeds of Jesus: “blinds recover their sights, 
captives released, lame walk, hungry were 
fed, and the dead were being brought back 
to life.” Jesus’ mission statement i.e., pro-
claiming liberty and announcing the favor-
able year of the Lord reechoes the language 
of the Old Testament Jubilee year.

The kingdom of God is the transforma-
tion of an evil and oppressive situation. Je-
sus proclaimed and demonstrated the king-
dom of God in the midst of those who were 
despised by society and segregated from its 
life. He spoke against economic structures 
that created and perpetuated hungry mass-
es. He fought against an elite aristocracy 
–the chief priests of the temple hierarchy, 
wealthy landowners, merchants, tax col-
lectors, teachers of the law who out of their 
extravagance have reduced the masses to 
poverty and indignity. Many of the parables 

of Jesus were directed against abusive land-
owners who took advantage of the poor 
farmers who were gradually losing their 
small piece of land because of their debts. 
Tax collectors and estate owners took pos-
session of the land of peasants who contin-
ued to accumulate outstanding debt. Often 
the peasant family would end up trapped 
in the plot, working as day laborers for the 
wealthy and absent landholders.

3. The Kingdom of God is universal and 
Inclusive

The eschatology of Israel is the result 
of her awareness of God moving in histo-
ry. This dynamic understanding of God’s 
active participation in human history in-
volves not only the history of Israel but of 
the whole humankind. It involves not only 
the liberation and restoration of Israel but 
of all those who are afflicted and oppressed.

Amos prophesied of the imminent re-
turn and restoration of the exiles to their 
homeland. But the prophet added a new 
twist and challenge to the old exclusiv-
istic claims of the Exodus traditions. He 
brought in a much broader consciousness 
and spoke in a radically inclusivistic tones 
of the experience of freedom and resto-
ration as an event that is experienced not 
only by the people of Israel but by all those 
whom God has favored with a blessing of 
a new land and freedom from deprivation. 
God is a God who is not to be exclusive-
ly claimed by Israel for themselves alone. 
yahweh is a God of the nations and other 
peoples who were oppressed and exploited. 
God’s presence is boundless and universal: 
“Heaven is my throne, and earth my foot-
stool. Where will you build a house for me? 
Where shall my resting place be? All these 
are my own making and these are mine.” 
Thus, there was a significant move from an 
exclusivistic, narrow nationalistic perspec-
tive to a much broader faith perspective 
and attitude that includes consideration of 
other peoples, a consideration of their own 
struggles, their own histories, and their 
own traditions.

The Exodus event in this respect be-
comes a thematic key towards a more in-
clusive, more accepting faith perspective 
that became very important in Israel’s at-
tempt to reconstruct her faith relationship 
with yahweh. Exodus in that sense was just 
one among other Exoduses God has con-
ducted with other peoples. This univer-
salistic view of God’s liberative act is best 
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expressed in the following prophetic decla-
ration of Amos:

“He who builds his lofty palace in the 
heavens and sets its foundation on the 
earth, who calls for the waters of the sea 
and pours them out over the face of the 
land--the LORD is his name. ‘Are not you 
Israelites the same to me as the Cushites?’ 
declares the LORD. Did I not bring Israel 
up from Egypt, the Philistines from Caph-
tor and the Arameans from Kir?”

The universal and inclusive character 
of the kingdom of God goes against abso-
lutism and exclusivism that sets one reli-
gion superior than the other and thereby 
promote antagonism, hatred and division 
among different peoples. Here, the Biblical 
concept of the universal and all-embracing 
nature of the kingdom of God provides a 
foundational basis for an inclusive, accept-
ing, and redeeming attitude that should 
characterize the relationship between 
Christians and Muslims in Mindanao.

Traditionalist theology maintains the 
narrow concept of the reign of God as syn-
onymous or identical with the church or 
Christianity. A careful study and analysis 
of the meaning of the Kingdom of God 
however casts serious theological ques-
tions on “whether ‘God’s reign should be 
limited to the hope of Israel, and in its his-
torical realization in the world, to Chris-
tianity and to the church.” Or, should it 
be understood in a much wider sense to 
include “others?” in view of the biblical 
witness that the reign of God is a univer-
sal reality “which extends well beyond the 
confines of Christianity and the church?” 
“If God’s Kingdom is inclusive and uni-
versal, how do Christianity and other faith 
traditions relate respectively to live out 
the values of this universal kingdom? Do 
Christians and the others belong equally to 
the fulfilled reign of God?”

Karl Rahner has expressed the same 
conviction that God’s kingdom is not con-
fined within the limits of Christianity and 
the church: that the different religious tra-
ditions contain “supernatural, grace-filled 
elements,” and that other faith traditions 
and communities are also “members of 
the Kingdom of God already present as a 
historic reality.” In spite of their different 
religious peculiarities, “people of faith al-
ready belong together to the Reign of God 
and are already in communion in the real-
ity of the mystery of salvation even if there 
remains between them a distinction at the 

level of the “sacrament”, that is, the order of 
mediation of the mystery.”

Dupuis believe that the words “com-
munion” and “sharing” characterize God’s 
Kingdom, that the reality of the reign of 
God is “already shared together” by differ-
ent faith traditions in mutual exchange, 
and that Christians and others “build to-
gether the Reign of God each time they 
commit themselves of common accord in 
the cause of justice, each time they work 
together for the integral liberation of each 
and every human person, structures and 
systems, and especially for the liberation of 
the poor and the oppressed.”

III. Implications to the Problem of 
Armed Conflict in Mindanao

Here, we see that a contextual reading 
of the biblical text provides an operative 
framework within which Christians could 
make sense of the meaning of the kingdom 
of God in the current socio-political and 
economic situations in Mindanao. If the 
kingdom of God means God’s rule which is 
characterized by justice, freedom, equality 
and peace as chronicled in God’s contin-
uous liberative activity to free His people 
from dehumanizing powers, then, what 
does it mean to proclaim and participate 
in the kingdom of God in the midst of so-
cio-economic and political inequalities in 
Mindanao?

How does the biblical concept of the 
theo-political character of the kingdom of 
God which describes God’s compassionate 
rule and righteous governance relate to 
the struggles of the marginalized Muslim 
communities in Mindanao? Is God’s rule 
present in the struggles of the Bangsamoro 
people for freedom and self-determination 
in Mindanao? If God is on the side of the 
weak, the poor, and the oppressed as re-
vealed in the way He manifests Himself in 
the lived-experiences of His people, then, 
what is God doing in the midst of social, 
political, cultural and economic injustice 
in Mindanao? If the kingdom of God refers 
to His liberative acts all throughout human 
history with different peoples at different 
times and places, then, what does it mean 
to proclaim the peaceable kingdom of God 
in such a historical milieu where unjust 
political and economic order exist such as 
in Mindanao? These are crucial questions 
that we should seriously consider if we are 
to make positive impact in the Mindanao 
peace process. If God’s Kingdom is inclu-

sive and universal, how do Christians and 
other faith communities relate respectively 
to live out the values of this universal king-
dom? Do Christians and the others belong 
equally to the fulfilled reign of God?

Based on the biblical message, I believe 
that building the kingdom of God in the 
context of Mindanao means proclaiming 
and living out God’s compassionate rule 
and righteous governance, to work for the 
establishment of an equitable socio-eco-
nomic order. It means, working for the 
emancipation and liberation of the poor 
and transforming evil in all its forms. To 
affirm the universality of God and His 
kingdom is to affirm that He is present in 
every human condition and that God is 
concerned about the whole human family 
regardless of race, culture and creed. This 
principle promotes the idea of acceptance, 
openness and complementarity which 
means, Christians and Muslims in Mind-
anao are supposed to acknowledge their 
unique differences with a sense of accep-
tance and respect, and never use them as 
a ground for discord but an opportunity 
to compliment and cooperate with one an-
other for their common good.

One vital question is where does the 
church locate itself in the current so-
cio-political and economic crises in Mind-
anao? Is the church on the side of the poor, 
or, has it become (as it was in the past) a 
legitimizer of the status quo and oppressive 
social order?

Certainly, the contributions of the 
different religious organizations in the 
Mindanao peace process should not be 
overlooked or undermined. Small scale 
livelihood projects, financial assistance to 
displaced families in times of war, “peace 
zones”, “peace sanctuaries”, peace-building 
programs, interfaith dialogues, position 
papers and calls for a negotiated peace 
agreement between disputing parties are 
important and have served their purpose. 
However, in as far as how these programs 
have addressed vital issues of equitable 
distribution of land and other resources, 
wider participation of the marginalized 
masses in the political processes, and the 
establishment of a just social order in Min-
danao, remains uncertain. As it appears, 
there is still much work to be done in terms 
of finding concrete steps and solutions to-
wards the improvement of economic and 
political conditions in Mindanao.

Continued on next issue
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July 2014 CEW yields 1,243 souls 
The Christ Emphasis Week (CEW) 1st Sem. Sy 2014-2015 yields One Thousand Two 

Hundred and Forty Three (1,243) decisions to follow Jesus.  Topping the list is the 
High School Department with 475 decisions, followed by the College of Engineer-

ing with 228, and then by the College of Agriculture, Resources and Environmental Sci-
ences (CARES) with 124.

Nursing and Allied Sciences yielded 86, 
followed by the College of Computer Stud-
ies at 79, then by the College of Medicine 
with 66, then with the College of Educa-
tion with 53, and Hospitality Management 
catching up behind with 51. The College of 
Business & Accountancy yields 44, while 

Arts & Sciences follows more than half the 
number behind at 20. Law follows suit at 
10 and an unclassified group with 7. 

The event started with a Pre-CEW 
Praise and Worship Team Workshop with 
Pastor Jimel Lapatha, Wednesday, June 25, 
2014, 4:00-7:00 P.M. at the Educational 

Media Center with the following topics (1) 
Purpose of Praise and Worship Singing, 
(2) Leading Praise and Worship Singing, 
and (3) Selecting Appropriate Songs.

The CEW proper, 18-25, 2014 had the 
following Speakers: For the Faculty and 
Staff, Rev. Joniel Howard H. Gico, Vice 
President for Student Affairs, CPU.  For 
the College (Simultaneous convocations in 
three venues: Rose, EMC, UC), it had Rev. 
Rosan Valencia-Tabaodaja, Bachelor of 
Theology, CPU College of Theology, Lady 
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Goodnight...
to our alumni and 

friends
July 14

ASUERO “TOTIK” P. QUIMBA



Minister, Masville Baptist Church, Sucat, 
Paranaque City; Pastor Richard Ginete, 
Former Forensic Chemist and Police Se-
nior Inspector of the Philippine National 
Police, Camp Crame, Fulltime missionary 
pastor of Greenhills Christian Fellowship, 
Paranaque and now serving the rural ar-
eas of La Carlota City, Negros Occidental 
in partnership with La Carlota Evangelical 
Church; Rev. Dr. Jerson Narciso, Former 
Chaplain of CPU, Full-time faculty of the 
College of Theology, CPU.

For the High School, Pastor Warren 
Aragona, CPU High School Alumnus, 
Pastor of Assemblies of God, Fajardo St., 
Jaro, Iloilo City.

For the Elementary, Pastor Phoebe 
Angeles, Bachelor of Theology, College of 
Theology, CPU, Christian Education Di-
rector, Bacolod Bethany Church.

For the Kindergarten, Rev. Martha Mae 
Luces, Bachelor of Theology and Master of 
Divinity, College of Theology, CPU, Chris-
tian Education Director, Jaro Evangelical 
Church.

The Closing Celebration in High 
School and College was dubbed as “Praise 
Jam” with selected Praise Teams from High 
School and College leading the Praise 
and Worship – Seeds of Faith, University 
Church, Pastors’ Kids and Chi Alpha. A 
creative skit was given by the UC youth 
and a clincher was delivered by Rev. Cris 
Sian, UC youth Pastor who spearheaded 
the event. To God be the glory! (With re-
ports form Rev. Francis Neil Jalandoon and 
VPSA Rev. Joniel Howard Gico)
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Colonel Ezra James Enriquez:  
Living Centralian Hero
By Jason B. Pagunsan

“I don’t want to hear anything about 
it!” cut UNDOF Commander Major Gen-
eral Iqbal Singh Singha as he interrupte-
dUnited Nations Disengagement Observer 
Force (UNDOF) Chief of Staff, Colonel 
Ezra James Enriquez when the latter told 
him,“Sir, here’s our plan of escape…”

This was the conversation between the 
two high ranking officials of the UNDOF 
in the Golan Heights before the next events 
that made history to the world.

Never defiant…until
“I have been in the military service for 

30 years and never defied tactical, oper-
ational or administrative orders from my 
superiors until that standoff in Position 
68,” Colonel Ezra “Iking” Enriquez, 50, 
said in a public post on Facebook on Au-
gust 31, a day after the unauthorized es-
cape of 40 Filipinos from Syrian rebels.

Right Decision
“I made the right decision,” added 

the commander of the Philippine Contin-
gentto the Golan Heights, who is described 
by his mistahs(classmates) in the Philip-
pine Military Academy (PMA) as decisive 
and dedicated but low key.

Filipinos defied the order of the 
UNDOF commander Major General Iqbal 
Singh Singha to surrender their weapons. 
Singha would later call the escape “an act 
of cowardice.”

Enriquez’s defiance of the UNDOF 
commander sparked a controversy that 

compared the leadership of the 2 men. Syr-
ian rebels were still holding a group of 45 
Fijian peacekeepers who were taken hos-
tage after they followed Singha’s orders to 
surrender their firearms.

Fiji Army Chief Brigadier General Mo-
sese Tikoitoga defended Singha’s orders 
but he also spoke of “problems” in the 
UNDOF command when Enriquez filed a 
courtesy resignation after the escape of the 
Filipinos.

“I know there is now a problem with 
Command in the UNDOF hierarchy be-
cause of the resignation of the Chief of Staff 
because he is an important figure in the 
Force hierarchy in UNDOF,” Tikoitoga was 
quoted in news reports as saying in Fiji.

Torn Between Two Loves
Enriquez was in a tight spot. He was 

not only the Commander of the 331-strong 
Philippine Contingent, he was also the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer 
Force (UNDOF) Chief of Staff. It meant 
Singha was Number 1 and he was Number 
3 in the overall command of all the peace-
keepers.

“He was caught in between his two jobs 
as Philippine Contingent Commander and 
as UNDOF Chief of Staff. He made the 
right decision. He showed his decisiveness 
and stability under extreme pressure,” said 
Colonel Bartolome “Bob” Bacarro. En-
riquez and Bacarro, a recipient of the mil-
itary’s highest Medal of Valor, were class-
mates in the PMA Class of 1988.

To Enriquez, the country prevailed and 
the crisis ended in the successful escape of 
the Filipinos from Syrian rebels – among 
them members of the Al-Qaeda affiliate 
Al-Nusra Front – who earlier rammed the 
gate of their encampment and fired at them 
with mortars and machines guns.

Transportation and Communications 
Secretary Joseph Emilio “Jun” Abaya was 
also his mistah. “I always knew him as soft 
spoken, dedicated, level-headed, low key, 
steady and snappy officer. He would crack 
a few jokes once in a while.... Undoubted-
ly, given the way I know him, he made the 

right decision,” Abaya said in a text mes-
sage to Rappler.

A Leader takes charge
Enriquez “took command in a situation 

where there was a failure in command,” 
posted former Philippine Defense Secre-
tary Gilbert Teodoro, Jr., in a comment to 
Enriquez’s Facebook post.

“The UN must learn from this experi-
ence and never again should it place those 
serving under its banner in harm’s way. 
If there is any institution to fault it could 
be UN Security Council the all-powerful 
body that trumps even the General Assem-
bly for not formulating a clear policy and 
plan of action in the area,” Teodoro said.

The Orders
The troops in Golan Heights got the full 

support of their commanders in Manila. 
Philippine military chief General Grego-
rio Pio Catapang, Jr., found the order to 
surrender the weapons questionable and 
instructed his men to defy Singha.

The Great Escape
But giving the go signal for the escape 

couldn’t have been easy for Enriquez. It 
could have ended very differently and offi-
cers in Manila said the Filipinos were very 
“lucky.” The Filipinos evacuated midnight 
on August 30 – while the rebels were sleep-
ing – and walked nearly 2 hours to a secure 
location. There was no telling if one of the 
about 100 rebels they engaged in a heavy 
fire fight hours before would catch them 
escaping.

Awarding in Malacanang of the Distinguished 
Service Star Medal by President Benigno Aquino III 
after the Golan Heights stint.

August
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A Filipino soldier never surrenders his 
wife

The Filipinos were not convinced that the 
rebels would not take them hostage if they sur-
rendered their weapons. The escape mission 
was hatched as the Filipinos monitored the Syr-
ian rebels regrouping after the 7-hour firefight. 
“They will be massacred,” Defense Secretary 
Voltaire Gazmin was quoted as saying in Manila.

Before his deployment to the Golan 
Heights, Enriquez was the Deputy of the Phil-
ippine Army Personnel Management Center 
(APMC). He was also a former commander of 
the Aviation Battalion of the Light Armor Di-
vision. He holds a Master of Management in 
Defense Studies from University of Canberra.

Who is the real coward?
As the UN scrambled for the release of 

the Fijian peacekeepers, the crisis had turned 
into a blame game. While the Filipinos 
were hailed as heroes back home, Singha, who 
had been backed by the United Nations for his 
“good judgment,” told media in India that it was 
an “act of cowardice.”

Singha accused the Filipinos of jeopardizing 
the safety of the Fijian peacekeepers. If the Fil-
ipinos surrendered their firearms, he said, they 
and the Fijian peacekeepers would have been 
allowed a safe passage out of the conflict zone.

Heroes’ Welcome
In Manila, support for Enriquez contin-

ued to pour out on Facebook, especially from 
his mistahs or classmates in the PMA who ex-
pressed how proud they are of his leadership in 
the Golan Heights.

As they joyfully recollected their cadet days 
on Facebook, Enriquez suddenly remembered 
another time he defied an amusing order from a 
superior. “Except the order of cadet “o” to write 
the name of his gf (girlfriend) 1M (million) 
times he he.”

The world can judge if the Filipinos did the 
right thing, but Enriquez’s men are safe and 
he’s getting the support of his commanders 
back home. Malacañang gave a “heroes’ wel-
come” for the peacekeepers.

Who is the UNDOF Chief of Staff and 
Commander of the Filipino troops in the Go-
lanHeights by the way?

Colonel Ezra James Palomero Enriquez was 
born 25 July, 1964 in Cateel, Davao Oriental, 
Philippines. He graduated from the Philippine 
Military Academy (PMA) on 12 March, 1988 
was and commissioned as Army Second Lieu-
tenant in the Armed Forces of the Philippines. 
He served as Platoon Leader, Company Com-
mander and Battalion Staff Officer where he 
experienced action fighting the insurgents in the 
Philippines. He has also held numerous appoint-
ments in field staff and command positions.

His major assignments include: Deputy 
APMC, PA; Battalion Commander, AABN, 
LAD; PROJ MGR, C41SR Helicopter, HQ PA; 
and Commander TF MINERVA among others. 
He completed various military career courses 
including the Australian Command and Staff 
College. He is a qualified Aviator. He holds two 
Masters degrees, namely: Masters in Business 
Administration for Executives from Southwest-
ern University, Cebu City, Philippines and Mas-
ter of Management in Defence Studies from the 
University of Canberra, Australia. He is a well 
decorated soldier. Among which are the Mili-

tary Merit Medal for combat accomplishment 
and a Distinguished Service Star. He is a biker 
and a badminton player and is married to his 
high school classmate (CPUDHS ’81), Deneel 
Pulido Enriquez, (youngest daughter of former 
CPU President and present Vice-Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees Dr. Agustin Pulido and 
former Iloilo Mission Hospital Director Dr. 
Dorothy Pulido), and is blessed with two sons, 
Mark & Joshua.

Released
The Fijian peacekeepers were later released. 

(with reports from Carmela Fonbuena, Rappler.
com) Photos by Leony Talosig Mercader & De-
neel Pulido •

Heroes' Welcome given by the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines, held at Camp General Emilio 
Aguinaldo, Quezon City with loving and lovely wife 
Deneel(nee Pulido) Enriquez.

August

Vietnam Rites First Vietnam Joint graduationof CPU, 
Thai Nguyen University (TNU) and Thai Nguyen University of Economics & 
Business Administration (TUEBA),August 16, 2014.  CPU had 22 graduates in the 
undergraduates programs, namely, BS Accountancy (8) and BSBA (14). CPU also 
had 88 graduates under the following graduates program: MBA (74) and MPA (14), 
a total of 110 graduates all in all and counting.

Congratulations
To our nEw 

agricuLTurisTs!
(June 2014 PRC Board Exam)

1. Brasileño, Caroline Nobleza
2. Capino, Francis Genovea
3. Catalan, Armin Palmos
4. Cañoso, Darleen Jane Aurora
5. Deloso, Homer Erazo
6. Ebron, Fritz Sales
7. Gabiano, Jaypee Obo
8. Gadayan, Luz Azalea Odango
9. Gonzaga, Melier yoro
10. Ogatis, Emerson Española
11. Ortega, Fransie Berdeblanco
12. Salinas, Josephine Diamante
13. Salvador, Bernadita Flores
14. zamora, Nory Gabaleo

CPu Passing % - 63.64%
National Passing % - 36%

President Robles (partly hidden), VPAA Dr. Fely Chin, Prof. Rowena Libo-on (Director for 
International and Vietnam Programs), and Arts & Sciences Dean Dr. Anita Illenberger pose with 
some of our Vietnamese graduates. 

Vice Pres. for Finance and Administration Dr. Florence 
Bogacia in a wacky pose with Vietnamese Centralian 
graduates.
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College of Education 
celebrates its  
Diamond Jubilee
By Cyrus Natividad

A big event unfolded on September 2-4, 2014 at Central Philippine University. It was 
the Diamond Jubilee Celebration of the University’s College of Education (COED).  
In celebration of the college’s 75th year, the Alumni of the College of Education 

(ACE) had exciting activities in and outside the University. An array of cultural presenta-
tions, sports events and exhibits were highlights of interest for COED alumni, members 
of the faculty and staff, students and guests.

The three-day celebration started with a 
Fun Run for A Cause on September 2, 2014 
(Tuesday). More than 3,000 students and 
enthusiasts filled the CPU Football Field 
and Parade Grounds before they run to-

wards SM City and then return to campus.  
On September 3, 2014 (Wednesday), there 
was a Cultural Presentation at the Rose 
Memorial Auditorium. Alumni of the col-
lege performed together with the Bahan-

di Singers and the CPU Sari Saot Dance 
Troupe. Entrance to this show was free.  
The history of the College of Education 
was also showcased in an exhibit at the 
Alumni Promenade Concert Park.

Alumni from abroad, other parts of 
the country and especially those based 
in the city and province of Iloilo enjoyed 
the many activities prepared for them.  
The College of Education was started when 
Central Philippine University was still 
Central Philippine College. •
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Alumni Homecoming 
highlights U-Day  
2014 celebrations
By Cyrus A. Natividad

At 5:30 A.M. on September 6,Saturday the CPU Symphonic 
Band woke up the University thru a ‘Pamukaw’, traditionally 
called ‘Diana’ – long time ceremonial activity to remind every-

one of the much awaited event in the community. It is always done 
during fiestas in the barangays. The Pamukaw that Saturday was the 
start of highlighting the month-long activities for CPU’s 109th Univer-
sity Day. The celebration began with a marathon on August 11, and 
other activities followed. The Intramural Games started in the after-
noon. An array of sports, cultural and literary competitions occupied 
the remaining days of August until the first week of September.

This year’s events also included the Diamond Jubilee celebration 
of the College of Education(COED). Alumni from different parts of 
the country and abroad participated in the 75th year of the College. 
For Saturday, it was the culmination of the U-Day events, and one that 
high lighted the CPU Alumni Association. It is the annual gathering 
of CPU Alumni Chapters in Iloilo and different parts of the country, 
as well as visiting members from abroad. CPU and the CPU Alumni 
Association were in coordination for the Annual Alumni Homecom-
ing held every year in CPU.

At 7:30 A.M., a devotional and Project Launching Ceremony was 
be held at the Alumni Promenade and Concert Park. Homecoming 
registration and fellowship followed at the Rose Memorial Audito-
rium. Dr. Teodoro C. Robles, University President, and Dr. Felice 
Garingalao-Molina welcomed the alumni and participants. Dr. Anita 
U. Ellenberger, CPUAAI Corporate Secretary called the roll call of 
the alumni.

New alumni chapters were recognized by CPUAAI Vice Presi-
dent Daniel P. Dorillo. A special award, a plaque of recognition to 
Central Philippine University was presented by Hon. Jed Patrick E. 
Mabilog, Iloilo City Mayor. A Tripartite Agreement on Anti-Smoking 
was signed by the City of Iloilo, CPU, and the CPUAAI. Dr. Cirilo P. 
Calibjo, Chairman for Special Projects facilitated the signing. Plaques 
of appreciation were presented by Dr. Robles and Dr. Molina to May-
or Jed Mabilog and Congressman Jerry Treñas of Iloilo City’s Lone 
District.

The annual business meeting and presentation of candidates for 
this year’s election of officers took place before the luncheon. Mr. & 
Miss CPU 2014 and her court, and the 2014 Alumni Queen Candi-
dates were presented to the alumni during the luncheon. There was 
a showcase of talents and musical concerts, and a lot more for the 
alumni and guests who enjoyed. Awards for the Jubilarians were given 
after lunch.

This year’s theme was ‘Looking Within and Reaching Out.’ •



Goodnight...
to our alumni and friends

September 28 
DEAN ENRIquE s. ALTIs 

(former dean, College of Agriculture)


Congratulations!
The winners of  the 2014  
search for alumni Queen

The Queen and her Court with Pres. Robles and Emelda Valcarcel. More 
photos on Alumni Night on the page 45.

2014 Alumni queen 
MRs. ANITA VERIA-oLssoN 
High School Class 1964 / Department of High School

First Runner-up 
sHERYLL P. sARoMINEs 
Masters in Business Administration 2012 / College of 
Accountancy

second Runner-up 
MoRNA LYNN FRANCIA-WooD 
HS Class 1974 / Department of High School

Third Runner-up 
MARY EARL DARYL A. GRIo 
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering / College of 
Engineering

Fourth Runner-up 
Ms. RoJEsA PEREJIL 
BS Nursing 2013 / College of Nursing and Allied Health 
Sciences

Fifth Runner-up 
RosALYN MACAHILIG-PoNTERAs 
BS Biology 1999 / College of Arts and Sciences

sixth Runner-up: PRINCEss MAY V. FuNTILoN 
CPU Elementary 2000 / Department of Elementary

seventh Runner-up 
CHRIsTINE RAMos-TAN 
High School Class1994 / Department of High School
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central Philippine university
and the cPu Alumni Association, inc.

2014 Alumni Homecoming
& General Assembly
Theme: Looking Within and Reaching Out”

September	6,	2014 8:00	am	-	3:00	pm Rose	Memorial	Hall
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2014
Alumni Night

September	6,	2014 7:00	pm Amigo	Terrace	Hotel
(See the 2014 alumni Queen mrS. aNITa verIa-OlSSON  

and her court on page 43)

1st Runner-up SHERYLL P. SAROMINES with 
CPUAAI Pres. Dr. Felice Molina, CBA Dean Teresa 
Cruzero, and past CPUAAI Pres. Atty. Von Lovel 
Bedona

2nd Runner-up MORNA LYNN 
FRANCIA-WOOD with Rev. Jasher 
Gasataya, High School Principal 
Janet Jalbuena, and CPUAAI 
Director Dr. Vita Basiao-Gasataya

3rd Runner-up MARY EARL DARYL 
A. GRIO with Engineering Dean 
Dany Molina Rev. Roger Quimpo VPSA Rev. Joniel Howard Gico

4th Runner-up MS. ROJESA PEREJIL 
with Nursing Dean Lily Lynn 
Somo, and CPUAAI Director Atty. 
Alejandro Somo

5th Runner-up ROSALYN 
MACAHILIG-PONTERAS with 
CPUAAI Directors Dr. Florentino 
Alerta and Arts & Sciences Dean Dr. 
Anita Illenberger

6th Runner-up: PRINCESS MAY V. 
FUNTILON with CPUAAI Director  
Outreach Director Levi de los 
Santos and Elementary Principal 
Miss Susan Herga

7th Runner-up CHRISTINE RAMOS-
TAN with CPUAAI Vice Pres. Dan 
Dorillo, High School Principal Janet 
Jalbuena and CPUAAI Director 
Isagani Jalbuena
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New Alumni Groups 
that registered during the Alumni Homecoming 2014
CPUDHS Batch ‘84

President: Dr. Mary Grace Hojilla
significant milestone/activity  
or project
Location: San Dionisio, Iloilo
Brief description:
Livelihood Assistance thru donation of a 
motorized banca for indigent Mr. Dionie 
Gilaran of Brgy. Tanaw, Batad Iloilo
Grant-in-Aid/ HS Scholarship since 2005.
Contact person: Christal Rose Baylon-
Gadong/ Dr. Mary Grace Manderico-
Hojilla
CP No. : c/o 09983856566

CPUDHS Batch ‘94

President: Mezach Bedona
Contact person: Mezach Bedona
CP No. : c/o 09983856566

CPUHS Batch ‘74 
(Ruby Jubilarians)
Contact person: Roger Quimpo/ 
Evamer Ruegg
CP No. : c/o 09983856566
Email ad: rogerquimpo@yahoo.com

CPU High School Alumni Association 
2014-2015

President: Pastor Alfred Morales

significant milestone/activity  
or project
Location: HS Vicinity
Brief description:
CPUHS Multi –purpose Gym 
(contributed by different HS alumni 
chapters) & Mrs. Nona S. Dominado 
Endowment Fund
Contact person: Pastor Alfred Morales
CP No. : c/o 09983856566 
Email ad: palfnewboston@gmail.com

CPU Social Work

President: Larry Petinglay

CPU COCOFED Scholars Alumni – 
Aklan Chapter

Contact person: Victorico I. Nabor
CP No. : c/o 09983856566

Rotary Club of Jaro Centraline CPU 
Alumni Assn.
President: Rosemarie Aguirre
significant milestone/activity  
or project
Location: Sambag Elementary School 
& Tiring Elementary School, Cabatuan, 
Iloilo
Brief description:
Library Center & Gulayan Project
Contact person: Trinidad Sorongon
CP No. : c/o 09983856566

Lambunao Centralians Alumni 
Association
President: Arvin Losaria
significant milestone/activity  
or project
Location: Brgy. Boong, Lambunao, 
Iloilo
Brief description:
Books for the Barrios
Contact person: Arvin Losaria
CP No. : c/o 09983856566
Email ad: losarianonoyarv@yahoo.com

CPU AA – Bingawaqn, Iloilo Chapter

President: Matt Palabrica
significant milestone/activity  
or project
Location: Bingawan, Iloilo
Brief description:
2nd Celebration of the CPU Day in the 
Municipality of Bingawan with various 
activities: Medical Mission, Clean-up 
Drive, recognition of Bingawan Centralian 
– Head of Offices, exhibition games 
(Volleyball & Softball), thanksgiving 
service.
Contact person: Marvin Saladar
CP No. : c/o 09983856566 
Email ad: lgubingawan@gmail.com

CPU Commerce Class 1988

President: Mrs. Hayley Contreras-Excell

Launching of CPUAAI Special Project – Proposed APCP Dressing Room and Alumni Office Storage Area.
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Defensor and Palabrica-Go 
grace 87thgrad rites
By Jason Pagunsan

Hon. Arthur D. Defensor, Sr. Governor of the Province of Iloilo was the Commence-
ment Speaker during the 87th Commencement Exercises of the University Colleges 
for the First Semester, Sy 2014–2015, Sunday, October 26, 2014, 3:00 PM, Rose 

Memorial Auditorium. Before his speech, CPU conferred upon him the degree of Doc-
tor of Public Administration, honoris causa, in recognition of his exemplary leadership 
and public service, among others. With his numerous achievements in public service, 
his number of long-term advocacies in various fields, his fervent dedication to serve and 
with his transparent and honest governance, 
he truly inspired and challenged the young 
graduates. (Read excerpts of his speech below.)

During the Commencement Program, 
the University recognized Hon. Ramona 
Palabrica Go as Outstanding Centralian 
Awardee for 2014. Hon. Palabrica Go 
earned her Bachelor of Science in Chem-
istry degree from CPU in 1977. Soon after, 
she enlisted in the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) where she faithfully and 
honestly served for more than 31 years. 
She retired with the rank of Brigadier Gen-
eral and is the only lady general in the AFP. 
Presently, she is the Mayor of San, Enrique, 
Iloilo.

Mayor Go’s Firsts
• Hailed as TheFirst woman military 

 pilot in the Philippines (after awarded 
the Army Aviator Badge)

• First Woman Battalion Commander
• First Woman to command a flying unit 

in the AFP (after she was designated 
Commanding Officer, Army Aviation 
Bagwis Battalion in 2003)

• First Woman Brigadier General in the 
Army in its 114 year anniversary
“Ginapasalamatan ko gid ang CPU, my 

beloved Alma Mater…this is where I was 
moulded…if there is one word I would 
leave to you graduates in order for you 
to attain what I have attained, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, one word… Character…this is 
where I was moulded…focus on what you 
will be doing and do the best you can and 
you will attain your dreams,” admonished 
Mayor Go the graduating class.

Earlier of the same day, the Baccalaure-
ate Service for all graduating students was 
conducted at the Rose Memorial Auditori-
um with the Rev. Dr. Jerson B. Narciso, fac-
ulty member of the CPU College of Theol-
ogy, as the speaker. Rev. Dr. Narciso earned 
his Bachelor of Theology and Master of 
Divinity degrees from Central Philippine 
University and his Ph.D. in Interreligious 
Studies from Universitas Gadjah Mada in 
yogyakarta, Indonesia. He was formerly 
the University Chaplain. (Read excerpts of 
his speech on page 49.) (With reports from 
Carmelle Frances M. Romero)  •

The Good in  
Good Government
By: Gov. Arthur D. Defensor, Sr.

I grew up in Mina, a barangay of the town of Pototan, Iloilo. I was already five years into 
the practice of law when it was converted into a municipality. Mina is a small part of 
the vast central plains of Iloilo. I was a child of the rice fields of this quiet, little town.
Most of the folks were poor tenants and 

rice farm workers. Many of their children 
never finished high school. But there were 
a few success stories – those who made 
good because they got education.

We were neither rich nor poor. I was 
among those in Mina who obtained edu-
cation. And for all the things I have done, 
from a child of the rice fields of Mina to 
what I am today, – this I owe to education.

I come to you today, not only to accept 
this honor but more importantly, to reiter-
ate and underscore the value of education 

in the lives of the children of those who 
have less in life. And Central Philippine 
University is at the forefront with flying 
colors of this great and noble mission.

I accept this honorary degree with deep 
gratitude, not just for myself but more for 
the people I serve and the causes I embrace. 
I’ve had awards. I don’t mean the trophies 
and medals, the certificates and citations I 
may have received, not even the elections I 
may have won.

I speak of the satisfaction that comes 
with the accomplishment of a task, the  

(Excerpts from the Commencement Address delivered by Hon. Arthur D. 
Defensor, Sr., Governor, Province of Iloilo during the 87th Commencement 
Exercises of the University Colleges of CPU and Conferral of Doctoral Degree, 
Doctor of Public Administration, honoris causa to Governor Defensor at Rose 
Memorial Auditorium, on October 26, 2014)
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fulfillment of a promise. I speak of those 
firm handshakes, or those heartfelt hugs, 

those smiles or tears of joy of people I may 
have helped. For them, and with them, I 
thank you for this early Christmas gift.

I accept this honor with humility – as a 
constant reminder that there is still so much 
for me to do, so many more challenges to 
meet.

I came here with high hopes for you, but 
not false hopes for an easy way ahead.

I wish I could welcome you into a world 
of peace and prosperity, a world where jus-
tice reigns supreme – where honest labor is 
rewarded and wrongdoing is punished, not 
praised.

It just isn’t so.
We live in an imperfect world. Imperfect, 

but improvable.
I’ve said this before, and I say this again. 

We have a wounded history, a wounded so-
ciety, a wounded culture. Time heals, but 
healing takes time. And for all the time that 
I have served you in government, I have 
asked you to join me in a transformation 
for reform and change that seeks to make 
us whole again. That’s why we have toiled 
long and hard to earn back the trust of our 
people in their government, because with-
out that trust, government has no reason 
for being.

But you may ask – why do we find our-
selves in this crisis of trust?
 I think it’s simply because we have lost our 
sense of what is good.

We have confused good with goods, with 
gain, even with greed. We have lost the fear 
of God.

No, I don’t mean we should always be 
looking over our shoulders to see if some 
fearful deity is watching our every move. Al-
though that might be helpful.

All that is needed for us to behave well is 
for us to touch base again with the good in 
each of us.

It doesn’t have to be organized religion, 
although churches – in the sense of com-
munities of believers – can help a great deal. 
History teaches us that the growth and de-
cline of civilizations somehow correspond to 
the flowering and decay of their faiths. And 
deeply imbedded in those faiths is the under-
standing of good and evil.

For as long as a people drew strength 
from their beliefs and lived as they believed 
– be it in some supreme being, in the narra-
tive of their history and traditions, in some 
shared purpose or destiny – their societies 
grew strong, they survived, they flourished, 
they triumphed. Each one gave freely of his 
individual worth, his resources because it 

was good, and society in turn took care of the 
individual because it was good. Society was 
good because the individuals in society were 
good. Government was good because the 
people in government were good.

It cannot be the other way around. It nev-
er has been and never will be. Gandhi was 
quoted as saying, “Be the change that you 
wish to see in the world.” And in pleading 
for peace, he also said, “If we are to reach 
real peace in this world … we shall have to 
begin with children.”

That is why I came here today to plead 
with you to help put back the good in gov-
ernment – because you are young, full of 
hope, bursting with energy and brimming 
with enthusiasm.

And I know that you are the answer to the 
challenge of Jesus when He said, “The har-
vest is plentiful, but the workers are few.”

I know I have come to the right place to 
look for laborers in the vineyard of the Lord. 
I haven’t studied here but I have taught Law, 
though briefly, for a couple of years upon the 
invitation of a distinguished Centralian who 
was my partner in the practice of law for 
more than a decade.

I speak with fond memory of the late Atty. 
Panfilo Enojas, Dean Emeritus of your Col-
lege of Law, for whom I have undiminished 
respect and admiration. From him, and later 
from other Centralians whose lives inter-
sected with mine, I came to learn a lot about 
CPU and to appreciate and value what I have 
learned. In fact, in our law firm – considered 
the biggest in Iloilo and even in Western Vi-
sayas at that time – only Dan Galvez, now 
Executive Judge of the Regional Trial Court 
and myself, were non-Centralians.

The Centralians in our law office embod-
ied and exemplified our common love for 
the law, our passion for justice. Our faith in 
the goodness of man was often tested and 
strained to the limit in the dark alleys and 
corners of law practice and, in my case, also 
in politics. But whenever we witnessed the 
failure of good, we also saw opportunities for 
redemption.

That’s why I come to you for help – be-
cause CPU is a Christian university, and re-
demption is at the heart of Christianity. I do 
not pretend to be a very good man, but I do 
hold dear the tenets of our faith. It is our faith 
that informs my outlook, my choices, and my 
judgments. It is that faith that brought me 
here today, to this school founded by Chris-
tian missionaries three whole years earlier 
than my Alma Mater, University of the Phil-
ippines, established by the US government 
itself; here to what began as a ramshackle 
industrial school established to help willing 

young lads work their way out of poverty by 
earning their education.

I came because I know that here in CPU, 
honesty and diligence, patience and perse-
verance are recognized and rewarded – and 
I salute you for keeping alive and strong your 
Work Student Program from 1905 to this 
very day. These are the values and virtues our 
people need in leaders who will help them 
build the future.

Talent is a gift, intelligence is good, bril-
liance is great – but the work ahead requires 
patience and perseverance.

Thomas Edison famously said, “Genius 
is one percent inspiration, ninety-nine per-
cent perspiration.”

There is an ancient Chinese fable called 
“The Foolish old Man Who Removed the 
Mountains”. It tells of an old man who lived 
in Northern China long, long ago and was 
known as the Foolish Old Man of North 
Mountain. His house faced south and be-
yond his doorway stood the two great peaks 
obstructing the way. With great determi-
nation, he led his sons in digging up these 
mountains shovel and hoe in hand. Another 
old man, known as the Wise Old Man, saw 
them and said derisively, “How silly of you to 
do this! It is quite impossible for you few to 
dig up these two huge mountains.”

The Foolish Old Man replied, “When I 
die, my sons will carry on; when they die, 
there will be my grandsons, and then their 
sons and grandsons, and so on to infinity.

High as they are, the mountains cannot 
grow any higher and with every bit we dig, 
they will be that much lower. Why can’t we 
clear them away?” Having refuted the Wise 
Old Man’s wrong view, he went on digging 
every day, unshaken in his conviction. God 
was moved by this, and he sent down two 
angels, who carried the mountains away on 
their backs and cleared the way.

What seems foolish may be wise after all.
The story I’ve told you about the Old Man 

of China is a lesson in patience, persistence 
and perseverance and, ultimately, success.

“Rome was not built in one day.” Trite, 
but true. But we’re not really starting from 
scratch.

We are building upon the foundations 
laid by our forefathers and strengthening the 
structure of the edifice built by those who 
labored before us. There’s an old Latin say-
ing that translates into English as: “We are 
standing on the shoulders of giants.” There’s 
a lesson on humility in that saying, and also 
a shot of encouragement to boost our confi-
dence.

In an ambitious effort to regain the  
The Good... ▶ 51
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Journeying Towards  
Fullness of Life
By Rev. Dr. Jerson B. Narciso

You know, as I look at you, I wonder how many of you would become successful 
in your chosen field of career. you can be sure that the world out there is full of 
competition, trials, challenges and difficulties. For example despite president Noy-

noy Aquino’s flagship program of generating more jobs, figures from the Commission on 
Higher Education and the Department of Labor and Employment shows that that only 
around 40% of our graduates every year get employment. One thing more, many overseas 
Filipino workers are losing their jobs amidst political instability in the Middle East and 
the economic problems confronting Europe and the US.

Well, please don’t get me wrong. I don’t 
want to spoil your excitement. But that is 
the reality that we have to contend with. 
Personally, I don’t want to see you defeated 
by these harsh realities of life. And I don’t 
want to see your dreams die in your hands. 
And so as you journey and move forward 
to fulfill your life’s purpose, I pray with the 
rest of your mentors here that God will 
grant you the power to succeed in your re-
spective fields of endeavor.

Today, I would like to reflect with you 
on the theme, “Journeying Towards Full-
ness of Life” and in the process I hope I 
would be able to impart with you some 
biblical principles that would serve as 
your guiding light in your pursuit towards 
fullness of life. Our main subject is, trust 
in God and what that truly means in the 
hardest of circumstances. When life gets 
hard and the challenges before us are over-
whelming what does it truly mean to trust 
in the Lord?

Well, today, I have good news and 
bad news for you. The good news is that 
God will teach you the answers to these 
questions and God will help you to de-
velop the kind of faith you need for your 
life in order to succeed. The bad news is 
that, usually, you have to go through the 
fire first. In order to develop a deep un-
derstanding of faith and trust in God, we 
have to go through painful or difficult ex-
periences through which God can develop 
our thinking and change our hearts. This 
is really true in the life and experience of 
Joshua as described to us in our text.

Remember, Joshua was called to be-
come leader of Israel at a time when the 
whole nation was grieving over the loss 
of a great leader Moses. When Moses 
died, the whole nation was almost para-
lyzed. Their hopes were shattered and their 

dreams of possessing the land that God 
had promised to them through their fore 
fathers had suddenly appeared impossible. 
There was nothing more to look forward 
to. Their prospect of a better and bright-
er future was over. And yet, in their great 
frustrations and despair the Lord raised in 
their midst a young leader named Joshua.

The Lord said, Joshua, don’t be afraid. 
Be brave and courageous! Though Moses is 
dead the work must go on. Therefore arise 
to finish what Moses has begun. Arise, go 
over this Jordan, this river which you have 
in view on the banks of which you lie en-
camped to take possession of the land of 
promise. It sounds like an easy job, right? 
But you know, this was a trial to the faith of 
Joshua, whether we would decide to con-
tinue and cross the river or not. The river 
was so deep and the rush of water was so 
strong and there was no visible way of get-
ting over it, at least at this time when the 

river banks were overflown.
There were no bridges nor boats by 

which to convey them over. And yet they 
must believe that God would open the way 
for them. Crossing the Jordan river was 
the only way they could reach and settle 
the land of promise. Again, we need to 
remember that 40 years before this under 
Moses’ leadership he had sent 12 spies into 
the land of Canaan. They came back 
with stories of giants living in the land 
who made them look like grasshoppers. 
When the people heard this they became 
afraid and refused to enter the land. There 
were seven nations living in Canaan, all of 
them larger and stronger than Israel. By all 
human standards Joshua was facing an up-
hill battle. He had every reason to turn tail 
and run. That’s why God encourages him 
so many times: Be strong and courageous.

What is courage? Courage is simply 
defined as, a quality of mind or spirit that 
enables us to meet danger, opposition, or the 
challenges of life with fearlessness, calmness, 
and firmness. Courage is seen in the per-
son who’s back is against the wall, when 
the odds are against him/her, when the 
pressure is on, when the flaming arrows 
are close, when the pain is intense, when 
the attack is at hand. We see courage in Da-
vid when he walks into the Valley of Elah 
with his sling to take his stand against 

(Excerpts of the sermon based on Joshua 1:2-9 delivered by the Rev. Dr. 
Jerson Benia Narciso during the Baccalaureate Service of the 87th Com-
mencement Exercises of the University Colleges for the First Semester, SY 
2014–2015, October 26, 2014, Rose Memorial Auditorium)
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Goliath. We see courage when Moses 
stands eye to eye with Pharaoh. We see it in 
Elijah when he challenges the prophets of 
Baal on Mt. Carmel. Courage can only be 
seen in the midst of conflict and struggle. 
What made Joshua took such a great cour-
age to lead the people of Israel to cross over 
the jordan river? Among other things, it 
was the assurance of God’s presence with 
him in this great work to which he was 
called. The Lord said, “As I was with Moses, 
so I will be with you to enable you to pos-
sess the land of promise. I will not forsake 
you nor fail you.” Indeed, real success is not 
a matter of strength and courage alone, but 
strength and courage that comes from the 
knowledge that God is walking with us. 
Now let me share something very personal 
which I hope would help you understand 
what it means to trust God even in the 
worst of circumstances. In 2010 as some of 
you already know I got sick. Within a span 
of 3 months, I was confined in the hospital 
four times for reasons that doctors them-
selves could not explain or understand. In 
fact, the last time I was confined at the Iloi-
lo Mission hospital I thought that was my 
last. Well, I had gone through some labora-
tory tests and finally, I had been diagnosed 
to have acquired a very rare kind of virus 
that goes through the blood and attacks vi-
tal body organs. My doctor told me that we 
need to find remedy for it the soonest time 
possible because the virus could easily mi-
grate to the brain, and once it happens, I 
can say good bye to life.you know, hearing 
this prognosis was like being stabbed in 
the heart. That was indeed very shocking.

To make the situation worst, the doctor 
told me that since the case was very rare the 
required medicine is not available in drug 
stores and that we need to call immediate-
ly the Department of Health in Manila to 
help us secure the needed medicine. I must 
confess my faith was really shattered and 
shaken to the core and I started to ques-
tion God’s wisdom behind it. At that time 
I was still writing my dissertation for my 
PhD program in Indonesia, and I began to 
doubt if I could still finish my program. I 
couldn’t just understand why I was facing 
so many hardships and so much suffering 
at that time. And from my perspective, 
God had let me down. God had failed me.

yes, I was at a crossroad, and i knew it. 
I realized that to go forward I was going to 
have to decide: was I going to trust God or 
not? Then finally, after so much struggle 
within myself, I said Lord, no matter what 

happens to me, I choose to trust you even 
if i could not make sense of the suffering 
that I am going through right now. yes, it 
was only through the grace of God that I 
was able to recover. you know, from this 
experience I’ve learned one very import-
ant lesson that I never would have learned 
if I have not gone through the fire. I have 
learned that trust is a choice in the midst of 
life’s painful and ambiguous circumstances.

My friends, what is it that you are 
struggling in life at the moment? Do you 
have any Jordan river to cross over? Do you 
ever feel like you’re facing an uphill battle? 
Do you feel like the odds are against you? 
Are you facing a frightening situation? So, 
what should you do? If trust is a choice, 
then what does that mean concretely when 
you are confronted with the harsh realities 
of life?

The secret to overcoming fear is to focus 
on God, not your circumstances. As you 
meditate on the Lord and observe His work 
all around you, problems become smaller 
and more manageable. Every challenge is 
surmountable in the presence of our holy, 
all-powerful, and awesome God. Take your 
eyes off circumstances and turn them to-
ward your great Defender and Deliverer. 
The heavenly Father has all things under 
control––there is no need to be afraid.

From the example of Joshua and from 
my own experience, let me share with you 
the ABC’s of trusting God in the fire and 
the principles that we need to follow in our 
journey towards fullness of life:

Actively seek God. The writer to the 
Hebrews says, “Without faith it is impos-
sible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to him must believe that God exists 
and that he rewards those who earnestly 
seek him.” (Heb. 11:6) That means, if you 
want to move on and pursue your goal, 
don’t let disillusionment or doubt cripple 
your faith. Don’t let anything get in the way 
of seeking God with all your heart, mind, 
soul and strength.

Believe God is Actively seeking You. 
Never stop believing that God is active in 
your life and is responsive to your prayers. 
The Lord will not give you everything you 
ask for, but he will provide everything you 
need in order to fulfill his good purposes 
for your life. God seeks you because he 
loves you and because he wants to draw 
you to himself. But he does it to serve his 
good purposes for your life, not your pur-
poses for your life. Trust does not mean 
blind faith that we will have whatever we 

ask for, but that what God chooses to grant 
us will be in keeping with his good purpos-
es for our lives and the world.

Consider God’s Ways as superior 
than Your Ways. Now this may be hard 
for some of you. After successfully earning 
your degrees you may be full of confidence 
and pride as you are about to graduate. But 
believe it or not, there’s still a lot you don’nt 
know. And when it comes to God there are 
things you will never know or understand 
in this life. Going forward and in journey-
ing towards fullness of life humility is ab-
solutely necessary. Trust that if you submit 
your will to God’s, he will lead you in the 
ways you should go. And if you make a 
mistake, then he will help you to redeem 
your mistakes.

Do What Needs to be Done. Not what 
is convenient or advantageous for you. Not 
on what makes more profit...Not on what 
makes a good promotion...But on what is 
right in the sight of God. When things go 
well, rejoice. And when things get hard or 
frightening, stand firm. And when things 
seem beyond your ability to endure, admit 
your weakness and ask God for the grace 
to do what needs to be done. But stay on 
course. Regardless of your shifting feelings, 
do what needs to be done as best as you 
understand the will of God.

Express Your Heart to God. When 
you are plagued by sorrow, confusion, un-
certainty, or suffering, reach out to God in 
prayer. Pour out your heart to God. Tell 
him the desires of your heart and plead 
your cause. you need to tell God how you 
feel because your relationship is strength-
ened through such honest, heartfelt com-
munication. But in the end, the strength of 
your relationship with God also depends 
upon your submitting your will to his. 
Not out of fear but out of trust. Someone 
said, “Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be 
stronger men or women. Do not pray for 
tasks equal to your powers. Pray for pow-
ers equal to your tasks.”

yes, my dear brothers and sisters in the 
Lord, we can endure life and we can be 
successful in life because like in the case 
of Joshua, the Lord promised to be with us 
and to bless us even on the darkest day in 
our lives. Even in our pains, in our strug-
gles, in our sufferings...God promised to 
bless us if we move on with confidence 
in our hearts that he will be with us today 
and forever more. Will you choose to trust 
Him? Again, Congratulations and God 
bless... •
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CPU and Kasetsart University MOU Signing

trust of our people in government, we have 
launched a massive movement for “Reform and 
Change” not only for transparency and account-
ability, but also for greater efficiency, economy, 
and effectivity of our service to everyone, especial-
ly to the least of these, our brethren – all those who 
employ us and feed us from the fruits of their toil 
and the sweat of their brow.

We are succeeding, though the road is often 
rough and perilous. We have met roadblocks in 
our path and suffered reverses along the way, but 
these will never deter us nor divert us from the 
true north of our compass.

We have to move on and move forward be-
cause for us there is no turning back.

We have to move on and move forward be-
cause we have turned our back to the darkness and 
death we have left behind and peer intently into 
the distance to that glimmer of hope – that beck-
oning light, the promise of life ahead.

“No one who puts his hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of 
God,” our Lord said. So put your hand to the plow 
and don’t look back.

Some of you might wonder – but what do I do? 
– Where do I come in? I am young. Inexperienced. 
Unfamiliar with the ways of the world.

Remember the Foolish Old Man of China. 
Remember the generations of Centralians who 
came before you, many of them perhaps less 
privileged and less prepared than you, and yet 
have made many lives happier and our world a 
lot better because of what they chose to be and 

what they chose to do.
Remember that tallest skyscrapers were built 

from one cornerstone – and that Jesus was the 
stone that the builders rejected but who has be-
come our Cornerstone. you can begin by being 
that tiny, nondescript cornerstone that many 
builders might, for now, ignore.

you can begin with the election coming up a 
little more than a year from now. Oh, you don’t 
have to be a candidate, but why not – if you’re 
qualified? Public service can be noble, if the public 
servant is noble. you don’t have to campaign for a 
party or a candidate if that’s not your type, but why 
not – if a party or candidate embodies your ide-
als? you don’t have to be political at all, if you don’t 
want to. But you can begin with a pen and ballot in 
hand. With those two mighty instruments of our 
cherished democracy, you can change the world by 
choosing the good.

Edmund Burke, the English philosopher, is 
quoted as saying: “The only thing necessary for 
evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing.»

The French philosopher, Voltaire, puts it an-
other way: “We must not be guilty of the good 
things we did not do.”

Either way you put it, you know what to do. 
Do it the Central way.

you, young graduates, are the stuff the future 
is made of. It won’t be easy, it won’t be quick, and it 
won’t be neat. But you are prepared – because here 
at CPU you have “learned to labor and to wait”.

Graduates, be good. We all seek the good – 
and we seek to put the good back in good gov-
ernment. •

October

Thailand Centralians with CPU delegation.

CPU President Ted Robles inducts officers of the CPUAA-Thailand Chapter (l-r) Jeofrey Geroche, Ninfa 
Hopilos, Sandy Reyes, Erscil Grace Sagre, Engr. Alan Dale Gonzales (Adviser), Col. Reuben Basiao (Adviser).

Thailand Centralians

The Good... ◀ 48
Goodnight...

to our alumni and friends
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Seoul Women’s University MOA Signing The CPU group with the President and officials of Seoul Women’s University

Outside Busan University Sun Moon University - Display Valley Conference and Exhibition

With Daejeon Theological University President

Silla University Refectory

With Sunchon National University PresidentKoje College MOA SigningSunchon National University electronic welcome

Silla University Dinner Sunchon National University meeting

moa signing Events 
with south Korea 

colleges & universities
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CPU gears up for K-12
By Jason Pagunsan

During the Faculty and Staff Conference held at the Rose Memorial Auditorium, 9 
December 2014, President Teodoro C. Robles reported the following status of the 
preparations for the implementation of Grade 11 and Grade 12:

1. Offer Senior High School (Grade 11 
on 2016 and Grade 12 on 2017) –Ap-
proved by the BOT and waiting for 
DEPED action; Construction of the 
SHS building -requires BOT action 
Aggressive campaign for Senior High 
School – Will be done by the recruitment 
team, and advertisements

2. Deans & Department Chairs prepare 
faculty line-up for the transition years 
– first, and 2nd projection were done 
and needs updating; Problem areas have 
been identified; Major problems in RE, 
PE, and Filipino

3. Gen Ed faculty will be required to take 
18 units of Professional Education class-
es and pass the LET –Some faculty have 
availed of the university Faculty Devel-
opment Program; Others already have 
passed the LET

4. Faculty prepares to teach subjects in dif-
ferent levels –Instructions have been 
given to unit heads;Faculty will be en-
couraged to have more than one special-
ization – responsibility of the unit head 
& Faculty

5. Offer new academic programs targeting 
foreign students – Offered BS Pharmacy, 
BDM&IA, MLIS with specialization in 
Theology Library and Doctor of Ministry 
Offer graduate programs that are in 
demand such as Master of Arts in Psy-
chology with International Faculty to 
enhance status of the University –Plan-
ning stage

6. Expand International Programs includ-
ing short-term English Language Pro-
grams –Ongoing; We have started to 
offer “for credit” programs for Korean 
Students; Signed MOAs with University 
of Wisconsin Colleges (one year at CPU 
for Korean students who will transfer 
to UWC), Dagon University (Political 
Science faculty to Myanmar), Kasetsart 
University (Faculty to teach Filipino Lan-
guage), and Myanmar Institute of Tech-
nology (Liberal Arts faculty to Myanmar)

7. Offer short term seminars such as Good 
Governance for Barangay Officials, 
Grammar Styles, for Effective teaching –
Needs faculty to lead; Professor Palomar 
developed the module; Grammar Styles 

seminars were supported by ACSCU; 
“Module writing” seminar was present-
ed to assist faculty in the preparation of 
short term programs to augment income 
of some faculty

8. No teaching overload beginning 2016 –
Needs faculty cooperation to transition 
to an 18-units load lifestyle

9. Offer Blended Distance Learning Pro-
grams –Preparation is underway; BOT 
approved the offering of blendedon-line 
education; Seminar on “Module Writ-
ing” was offered last summer and in June 
2014; A Coordinator of On-Line Pro-
grams will be appointed soon

10. Offer TESDA programs -We decid-
ed not to offer TESDA Programs in-
stead we will work towards becom-
ing an Assessment Center in HRM, 
Computer Studies, and Agriculture 
Faculty TESDA certification – Ongoing

11. Optional retirement -There may be some 
who will avail of early retirement and 
can teach part-time when needed

12. With increases in enrollment, hire part-
time faculty when necessary –Ongoing

13. Replace retirees with part-time faculty 
-Ongoing

14. Study Leave beginning 2016 –There will 
be takers especially in areas where there 
are needs; Several faculties are already 
applying for CHED scholarship

15. Make University properties more pro-
ductive – Baguio Cottages (earning 
120,000 pesos a year), Kabalaka lot –will 
be leased by 7-11; zarraga Farm –Last 
school year 758 sacks of palay in spite the 
effect of typhoons; This year we expect 
more than 1000 sacks

16. Reserve Sabbatical Leave Funds use for 
2016-2020 –Needs BOT action

17. Some General Education teachers will 
be temporarily assigned to Elementary 
and High School when the need arises 
instead of hiring new teachers

18. Comprehensive review of annual budget 
(zero-based budgeting)

19. RESEARCH  
Qualified Full-Time faculty will tran-
sition to teach Research and oth-
er graduate program subjects re-
placing some Part-Time faculty –A 

memo has already been issued to 
all Deans and Department Chairs 
Assign some faculty to do institution-
al researches such as tracer studies 
Seek externally funded research, consul-
tancy and related projects –Externally 
funded research T for the period 2011-
2015 is more than 9 M pesos; Consul-
tancy grants are more than 2 M pesos 
URC Director should be a facilitator, 
provides assistance in seeking externally 
funded research, train faculty to do re-
search –To be implemented in June 2015 
Lead researcher of externally-funded re-
search should be full-time faculty effec-
tive June 2015

20. Market books and manuals written 
by faculty –Office of Innovation and 
Technical Support was created to as-
sist in Intellectual Property Protection 
Reduce “fat” in non-teaching staff –job 
analysis,streamline operation, eliminate 
redundancy, multi-tasking; Offer attrac-
tive incentives for optional retirement

21. Review staffing needs considering work-
load of clerical staff and Laboratory 
needs –Ongoing Implementation of new 
Computer System in late 2015 will re-
duce staffing needs in some units

22. Cut expenses for utilities –Light, Water, 
Air conditioning, green buildings, solar 
power electricity, and leaksin under-
ground water lines

23. Improve retention rate – without sacri-
ficing quality

24. Update Financial impact for 2016-2022 
–Ongoing

25. Will establish Statistical Center to pro-
vide for the needs of undergraduate and 
graduate students to provide avenue for 
Math teachers to earn extra income; The 
center will have no staff and will occupy 
the former office of the Dean of Gradu-
ate School

26. Will establish a Center for Good Gov-
ernance and Indigenous People; We 
are looking forward to getting grants 
for projects on Good Governance and 
Indigenous people studies; We already 
have projects on IP supported by UB-
CHEA; The Center will be located at the 
NSTP office and no additional staff is 
needed

27. Organize a Pool of Editors
28. Extension Classes in Bacolod for second 

coursers –Diploma in Teaching; BS So-
cial Work

29. Floating status instead of retrenchment
30. Temporarily assign staff duty to some 

faculty if there is a need •
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CPU to merge 2 big events
By Kyle Faustin Barsales

In 2015, CPU will celebrate its 110th anniversary and the administration, headed by 
President Dr. Teodoro C. Robles decided to make it into a one big celebration by 
bringing together CPU’s two of the biggest events of the year – the University Day 

and the Foundation Day on Oct. 1.
“It’s more sensible to combine these 

two events because they are only separated 
by a matter of weeks, and with doing so, 
it would make the event more meaningful 
especially for the foundation day where 
in the past years it is only remembered 
through a simple service and attended 
only by the administrators of the universi-
ty. The admin wants the student body to be 
involved in the program as well,” reasoned 
Dr. Fely Chin, Vice President for Academic 
Affairs (VPAA).Next year’s feat will serve 
as a test-run for the revamped celebration, 
if it generates positive results, the same 
type of program will be done for the suc-
ceeding years.

Pres. Robles and the stirring commit-
tee led by Mr. Eric Lagradilla made minor 
changes to better suit the 110thcelebration.

Despite these changes, the VPAA assured 
that the execution of these programs are 
in synchronicity and will not in any way 
affect each other. Activities are scheduled 
accordingly to avoid conflict between cel-
ebrations.

The commemoration of the foundation 
day will be held at 4th floor Henry Luce III 
building while the U-Day activities will 
take place in the usual venues like the 
Alumni Promenade Concert Park, Rose 
Memorial Auditorium, and the University 
Gymnasium.

Since the aforementioned festivities 
will be combined, the university adminis-
tration sees it fit that instead of having a 
foot parade around Jaro area, a motorcade 
leading to the American cemetery where 
the missionaries were buried is more ap-

Robles is new MIWD board member
By Cyrus A. Natividad

Amidst the issues of water shortage 
in Iloilo City, Central Philippine 
University President Dr. Teodoro 

C. Robles was appointed to the Metro Il-
oilo Water District (MIWD) board. Ro-
bles took his oath of office on December 

15, Monday at the office of the Provincial 
Governor. He will represent the academic 
sector, and is expected to be a big help to 
MIWD.

Defensor expressed confidence in Dr. 
Robles for his integrity, technical and ac-

ademic acumen. Asked how he can help 
MIWD solve the difficult water problem in 
Iloilo City, Robles said he will “investigate 
and analyze” the technical operation—
particularly the MIWD pipelines. He also 
assured of a thorough assessment on the 
status of MIWD with the help of skillful 
technical and legal consultants. •

Calgary Chapter
CPu Alumni Association

Newly Elected Officers  
for 2015-2016

president:
mrs. Nena Galanto Torres

vice	president:
mr. richard Ferolin

secretary:	mrs. Neri Ferolin
treasurer:	mrs. venus labarre
advisers:	dr. Neneng Galanto  

&	Mrs.	Feme	Martin
contact	person:	

dr. Neneng Galanto 
email: drgalanto@hotmail.com

President Robles taking his oath as member of the Board of Directors of the 
MIWD by Gov. Arthur Defensor.

propriate. The students, faculty, and staff 
are expected to provide floral offerings to 
show appreciation to the missionaries who 
started the institution.

A joint effort from the administration 
and the student body must be established 
to make the program a success. (PNA)     •

THE INTERVIEW after the oath-taking with members of the media
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